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By CHARLES BLOUNT, Gent. 


Lui Fovem principem volunt, falluntar nomine, ſed 
de ung poteſftate conſentiunt, Min. Fel. 


London : Printed, and are to be fold by Will. 
Cademan, at the Pope's Head in the Lower- 
walk of the New-Exchangein the Strand.1679. 
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Ethinks 1 already behold ſome haughty Pe. 
IV 1} dan, fravting ot en'y down from bins- 
_ felf as from the Devits Mountain upon the 
Univerſe, where amongF#t ſeveral other infer iour ob- 
jets, he Hoppers at laſt to caſt his eye upon this 
Treatiſe ; when after a quibble or two upon the Title, 
be falls foul upon the Book it [elf, damning it by the 
name of an Atheiſtical, Heretical Pamphlert : and 
to glorifie his own Zeal, under the pretence of be- 
coming 4 Champion for Truth, ſummons Ignorance 
and Malice for his Seconds : But ſuch a Perſon un- 
derſtands not wherein the Nature of Arheiſm cor 
fiſts, how converſant ſoever he may otherwiſe be in 
the Prattice of it. It wers Atheiſth to ſay, there is 
yo God; and ſo it were (though leſs direth ) to deny 
bis Providence, or reſtrain it to ſome particulars, 
and exclude it in reference to others. Such are A- 
theiſts, who maintgin ſuch Opinions 4s theſe : and ſo 
are thoſe Heretichs, who erre in Fund mentals, and 
continue obſtinately in ſuch errours. But the igno- 
rant ans Lat ur ( whoſe Superſtition is grounded 
uponthe aſſimulating God with themſelves) are apt 
ro think that. every one they Hate, are God Almigh- 
ty s Enemies ; ib 2 wh oever differs from them 
an Opinion {trhoxngh in yever ſo trivial a matter) are 
Atheiſts, or Hereticks at leaſt : Not rightly canſs- 
dering the wards of St. Peter, That in dag Vation, 
he who feareth the Lord and worketh Righreouf neſs, 
is &ccepted with him. And Minucius Felix ſays well 
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to the ſame purpoſe, He is the beft Chriſtian, who 
makgs the honeſteſt man, Hereſie is an att of the 
VW:ll, rather than Underſtanding ; a Lye, rather than 
# Mittake : and thu St. Auſtin expreſſes it, ſaying, 
Errare poſſum, H#rericus eſſe nolo. Hereſie aud 
Schiſm, (ſays the ingenious Mr. Hales) as com- 
monly now uſed, are two Theological Scare-Crows, 
with which they who upbold a Party in Religion, 
wſed to fright away Cys as making an enquiry into 
it, are = to relinquiſh and oppoſe it, if i appear 
either erroneous or - any For as Plutarch re- 
ports of a Painter, who having unskilſully painted a 
Cock, drav away all the Cocks and Hens he could 
fma, that ſo the imperfeftion of his own Art might 
vot appear, by comparing it with Nature: ſo Men 
for ſome ends, net willing to admit of any fancy but 
their own, endeavour to hinder all enquiries by way 
of Compariſon, that ſo their own deformity may not * 
appear. Therefore if any man blames mt for compa- 
ring Chriſtianity with Paganiſm, it ſhews nothing 
but his unworthy diſtruSt of. the ſufficiency of that 
Religion he profeſſes. a 

There are two ſorts of Judges unto whons all Wri- 
ters are obnoxious, Viz. the | ogg and the 7ud:- 
cions. As for the Ignorant, they are ſuch men as 
before was ſpeaking of, than whoſe Approbation'[ 
dread nothing more : Simili fimile gaudert, 1s 4 
maxim that holds true as well in all othey things, as 
Phyſick.; and there is nothing would make me have ſo 
ill an opinion of my ſelf, as to hear one of them com- 
mend me, But the other fudge, Viz, the man of 
2 Learn- 


Learning and 7ndgment, is the He [ fear, andbefore 
him only will I arraign my ſelf. Non-age is the ge- 
neralPlea for the Firſt-fruits of Young men, but t 
1 diſown'; for he that thinks himſelf old enough to 
write a Book, can hardly excuſe the folly that is in 
it, by calling himſelf Child : Nor have 1 ever feen & 
Pitce that was written by one of 16 years of age, 
which was fitting for one of 17 10 read; ſuch Wrs- 
tings being commonly like Poems that were made by 
men when they were half drunk, unintelligible to any 
perſons but ſuch as are in the ſame condition. There- 
fore waving all ſuch frivolons excuſes, I ſhall firſt 
diſcloſe thoſe things which are moſt liable to cenſare, 
and then clear my ſelf as well as 1 am able. 

Perhaps there may be theſe three Exceptions ta- 
ken againſt this Treatiſe, v12. my numerous Lnuote- 
tions,” or Latine Sentences, my rambling from my 
Subjebt, and my uncloquent Stile . 

: Firſt then, as for my many £uotations, whether 
:n Lartine or Engliſh,che Nature of the diſconrſe re- 
quires it. Were it a bare Moral Eſſay, wherein 1 
made uſe of none but my own Fancy, there to come in 
with a dixit autem Dominus, or other ſuch ſcraps 
of Latine,were to render my ſelf ridiculous : But hs 

cing a diſcourſe of other mens Opinions, they would 
be thought my own, thongh father d upon the Anci- 
ent Heathens,did I not cite my Authorities from the 

Authors themſelves;ſo that I am enforced to play the 
Peadant even in my own defence. And yet notwith- 
ftanding,T have had ſome Enemies, who were ſo diſ- 
Ingenuous, as to Caſt that Reproach upon me when 


they 
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i a} e but in Embryo: ſo ridiculous 
as well as nncharitablegwere their Cenſures, A man 
that with diligent ſear6h and care ſhould collett to- 
ether the Statmes of Pillures of divers emment 
rfons,and expoſe then in ſome publick place to the 
vrew of all Spectators, wenld not thereby procure to 
bimſelf the repute of a good Painter or Statuary ; 
and yet certainly this Att of his were Laddoad is 
ſore meaſure obliging:bwt it wonld render bin mot 
smmmmodeſily arrogant, if among the Pourtraittares of 
rhoſe cement menyhe ſpowuld ereft his own. Now this 
world be ty caſe,rf while 1 preſent you with the con- 
coptions of great Philoſophers concerning the Infinite 
Being, I ſhould vent any part. of my own inconfedera- 
bla fancy among theirs: Wherefore expe it notyfor I 
neither have vanity nor ability ſufficient to ered an 
Opinion of my own ; but acknowledge my ſelf totally 
ſubdued under the commands of that Government, 
whereto Providence hath aſſign d my Life. Beſides, 
in this Tratt is compreheuded a Relation of various 
Setts comtradiftory the one to the otheryſo as 1 cannot 
be ſaid to hold them all: Netther(as I know of )þave 1 
why where fhew'd my ſelf the leaſt partial; but if one 
hail ftronger Arguments to juitifie their Opinion, 
#hun the other, blame not me who deliver them but 
recitative, and am 4s it were their Amanuenſlis, 
without ever concermng my ſelf with the intrinſck. 
valne of their Dottrenes. 

As to the ſecond exception, that charges me with 
ranbling from my Swbjett,if this be anerrour gt 15 an 
errour onthe richt hand, wherein 1 ans but —_— 
Boe FAR 


than wy Word. Conſt ancy is nt ſo abſolately neceſſary 
in Authers,as in Husbands : Aud for my own parts 
when {have my Pen in my hand, and Subjett wn mw 
head;l look upon my ſelf as wiounted my Horſe to.vi6 
4 Forney, wherein although 1 defign toreachſueh 8 
Town by Night, yet will 1 not deny wy ſelf rhe ſatsſ- 
fltvon of poing a mile or two ont of the way, to grati- 
fie moy ſenſes with ſome new and diverting fs ery 
He that always keeps at home, andnever goes ſo far 
as to the '«nd of his own Pariſh, only onto a year 
Proceſſion;away be call'd'a good Hmu3b and,but God de- 
liver mefrom ſuch a Companion, '1 confeſs I cameet 
but love both Men and Books of a Rambling Faxcys 
even their very Extr avagancies are diverting 2 
Now hethat is of this humor, will be ſure to. grue 
me 1s vaice. However ,inthis IT have honour -to 1m 
tare(thongh imperfettly)the great Montaigne,wheſe 
wobrage 55 - apo ro protett me againſt any one 
Ape'of QYVNHICR5. - | Ss 
) Now for the third and laſt exception, agginſ} my 
Site; I-was never ſo well accompliſh d as 38 fiudy the 
Prgling and Cadences of words, the happy expreſſi- 
ons 28 more ſoft or harſh Toned Syllables how to place 
theo right;wor had 1 ever the modiſhneſs reſearch it 
re Lvoling-glaſs which words gave the moſt grace- 
ful mptionto the Lips : Io, T confeſs my only ende#- 
vor v8 Write and fpeak;ſo as tobe wnderffos 
a for Rhetorick., 1 leave that ro thiſe mho Uelight 
more tn the ſtudy of Words,” than Nature of things. 
Kareiy have I ſeen Orationt fall of Panty, for Ors- 
tors bring matter ro word-,xyd not werdi 0 anurer ; 
| cs 
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beſides, tht gravity of Philoſaphy would a: iI1 becomes 
fone Langwnage,ns the Philoſopher himſelf fine Cloaths. 
. Theſe are the main Exceptions which I conceive 
may be urged againſt me : but if 1 have omitted any 
other,jt proceeds fromrhe abborrence I have toread 
over that thing twice, which 1 my ſelf have written. 
This Piece I am ſenſivle cannot be altogether exempt 


from the evil Cenſures of ſome diſaffetted and inte- 


refted: perſons; as for inſtance,the Fanaticks ando- 
thers: who pleaded a Call from God to do the Work. 
of the Devil,cutting off their Soveraigns Head, and 
are.berein exploded for it ; alſo all manner of Hype- 
crites, comnterfeiting the true Religion, are as 
wach Treytors to Heaven, as thoſe who counterfeit - 
ing Coyns,venting falſe Metal for true, are Traytors 
rothe King. By ſuch perſons as theſe Texpett to be 
PE BIS but the Ingenions Reader (if impartial) 
will not efteens it leſs worthy, for its ſufferings ander 
their Jndgments - fince by the [ame Reaſon,he muit 
alſo raiſe an outcry againſt the\moFZt ſacred part of 

hiloſap e SOCratCes /wffer d under it. There 
55 notbing ſo virtuoxs or piens,which 4 contrary Fa- 
Hion will nat my : 4s on the other ſidegthere is no- 
thing ſo mean or baſe, which has not from ſome Inte- 
reſted perſons receiv'd Adoration; even an Ape it 
ſelf has. not wanted Fgyprian .Syllogiſms. to: back 


 bimiefo bang as thenſands lived by extolling hims, Tan- 


mum Religio potuit ſuaderc malorum. ' Great 4s 
Diana of c6ec Bat not to perſecute you 
with tov long « Scotch Grace before ſo ſhort a Meal; 


pardenzent coarſe Entertainment, and you xi wet 
= Vale. 
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Man's Sour after this Lites 
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-'S the luſtre of an Oriental Dia- 

, mond 15, more clearly. pereciv'd, 

when compar d with counterfeit 
Stones 3 ſo Chriſtianity appears in itsgrea- 
reſt glory and ſplendor, when. compar'd 
with the obſcurity of Paganiſm; the de- 
formity of the one, ſerving;but as a foyl 
to the beauty of the other,; Nor doth:the 
Divinity of our Scriptures eyer- better 4p+: 
pear, than. when. compar.d with the fallies 
of the Talmud, the. Alchoran;. or the Con- 
ſtitutions of Heathen Law-giyers ;, which, 
is an infallible ſign of their Excellency, 
that they ſo;,well bear, the. Teſt of cany+ 
pariſon,. , Now: ypon theſe conſiderationse 
Arnobiu ,  Minacing, Clemens, Lattantine, 


7 B Or:geng 


Origen, Tertullianz and other Ancient Fa- 
thers of the firſt Centuries, undertook to 
vindicate their Religion to the Heathens ; 
which is alſo the deſign*of this Treatiſe : 
and if any one refents it otherwiſe, his 
want of Charity betrays his\Irreligien, 
and fhews him to be none of the beſt Chri- 
ftian, who thus whips the Fathers upon 
my back, Some men there arewhoſe Fan- 
tes, like weak Stomachs, turn the moſt 
wholeſom food into cerruption ; and thete 
are the Enemies I expect. In this Diſ- 
courſe I undertake only to declare the ab- 
ſurd and monſtrous Doctrines of the Hea- 
chemiſh- Superſtition! concerning this ſub- 
JEEY, -as far as may fhew the blind con- 
jeftures which rheer Nature preferted ro 
their Pliloſbphers; yet not toalFbf them, 
Bur- to thoſe orily which have been the 
nivoſt conflderable.' And here I have nor 
omtmitred to produce the moſt powerful Ar- 
gurhents, which they made uſe of to j1- 
ſtifte their Vanities: partly, as mmwillmg 
& fight againſt aſhadow ; and'partly, as 
knowing our Rehpfon feorns to Have them 
betray 'd by a weak and dif-ingetious re- 
preſentation of either their Lives 'or Do- 
Atines; Chriſtianity being of it fel able to 
wy thier, excnin cher richeſt threfs, = 
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| To beginthen with cheDf 46inif of held 
Superfticion : ' It did certainly 

from ſoffie ctafty diſcerning perfor, who 
having obſerved: what is moſt dear' ts 
Mankind; ehotight dy ] etending Nirſcif 
able to) aff i the preſeryariviiy of than 
one particular, (whether he werefo of 

he might thereby procure an' efteery'a 
credit its rhe World : which having otiee 
obraiffd;/ ie would not be difficult utjder 
the prerciice of other peoples good, ro/ad/ 
yance his own. Thus obſerving that irt 
this World the Body is Evety mans 
Favourite, 4 wiſe Hi#pocywies cones the 
pretends to know v at wilt condnes-ro 
rs heatth'” being affitr'd' thur' Mankind) 
that fet# fo/high avalue vport Iife and caſe? 
would be largely wed 4 ro reMagin ho 
ſhould be able ro prolong and preſerve 
either ; and from Hence ariſes the Phyfi2 


cian. : Fri the fame manner-the- Eaw-pivet Primus in 


obſerving notion of fome” farure Bei 
wplanted in every mans heatt, preveridle 
to have forne extraordinary way reyeal'd 
ro hint fromh arr irviſtble Fe whereby 
_ he wav able to inſtru the People how 
to make that furure eftare happy, if thicy 
would bur purſuc Hit directions arid the 
better ro v coumterince font a —_ | 
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fecit Timor. 
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they have abſented themſelves from the 
World ſome time. before they divulg'd ir. 

Thus 44nos ;haying for twelve years led a 
xerized life in a. Cave, at laſt came: forth, 

and pretended to have ſpent all that time 
mn. converling. with ove, whoſe Son he 
feign'd himſelf to; be; alſo thag he, had re- 
ceived from his mouth thoſe Laws, which 
he divulged- to the People. Alſo Numa 
Pampiliue, after he had for ſpme time.con- 
cealed himſelf in a Wood ,, appear'd-in 
publick, and. preſcnb'd thoſe. Laws. to the 
Romans, which he.pretended ta have been 
deliver d him ,by .the Nymph <4geria. 

Alike Stratagem was made uſe of by Py- 
thagore, wha:after.two.ycars retirement 
ina TDew/ feign'd himſelf to beriſen from 
the dead, preaching up Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments in.another life, to the great ter- 
rqur of the People, who very much confi- 
ded. in his Dotirive, becauſe he had told 


them of all.chings which had: happen'd 


- amongſt them during the time.of. his ab- 


... ſence; A. thing yery caſe for him to do, 


after he had been.informed_ of the ſame 
from his Mother and Wife. Alſo Z amolxis 
Pekin Laertins and Heradatres call, Pj- 

DApIr As by Diſcip le, thoug h Sxidas. and 
os it) ines” dthoſe Laws to 


SO I985 7: whighhe pretended to have 
ar ce Teceiy'd 
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receiv'd iff * certain Cave, 'whete hehad © 
been' converſing' with the Gods. Nor did 
Epinsemides get himſelf leſs reputation, by 
his pretence of having flepr fifry years: 
And laff oF all, Mahomet having in ths 
ſame manner | retir'd himſelf" into the 
Mountains of Arabia, did' there by the 
afſiſtaheeof Sergine and' two Bews, com- 
poſe that'fabutous Law? which he after 
divulg'd'nnto the Warld} as coming from 
the Anget Gabriel, with whom he preten- 
ded himſelf very familiar. And thus'we 
ſee with*what' Arts each Law-giver en 
deavoured 'ro eſtablith their-Laws ams 
men, thinking thereby*to purchafe that 
-mricnbieedt Fame, which their Ambitions fd 
muctkr defir'd'* For as'one*of the Ancients 
well obſtrv'd, Amari, cots, mhligt majin im 
perioe/#* But oh the Impiery of theſe. Hea® 
rhens, who father'd all: their Folfies upon 
their Gods” not confidering, that whoſo- 
ever ſSeaketh in the-name of 'the Gods; 
intituleth them to whatſoever he publiſh- 
eth, and conſequently if his Dodtrine. be 
falſe, (a3 that of theirs ruſt needs be, by 
reaſon''of the abſurdities found therein p, 
intitu teth ihe Deities to falſe Dottrines: 
BID 101 ITH:: » JL ith 7 
The" next thing I thalt infiſt upbn{ is 
eheir impious Opinions'' concerning the 


B 2 Deity; 
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delighted im 4he death of rang 

Speck, worſe of the Dewi! if. gow op: Far 

there was hardly any thing {9,$Fan or 
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them..xever'd 
for a Deity g-nor. any. Vice 19 great, but 
{ome of = Gods wee guilty: of it. 
Wherefqre-Qriges: (pegking of the a£gyp- 
theps, fays thus $0 Calſns : When. you <p- 
proac hither $acigd places, ye ſpallaeet with 
Seetoly Groves, Gbappels. and Temples: with 
maynificent Gates 's milo with variety of my- 
ferrous Ceramonies: bjt when; auce you are 
entxed and got wither their Temples, ye fall 
bobeld nothing hut @,Gat, or an Ape, 4 Cro- 
caalle, pg a Dogs whereto they pay the 
ſalon eneretion- But of this 1 hall 
FxcAr mote-atlage in.my diſcourſe con- 
CErning SAacrigecss and thargfors pow will 
return to pas, Aabiedt which he Fife of 
Pa Book greg OSes af 1 
| O4 rg: 
| Iathefuſk places to dilcaver che foun- 
dacion of ahex Qpipioh concerning the 
Soul, jt was this, /62: omni: p{rpe ; and 
of the World, Mens rqgirar molem:; They 
Smeen, held God'ito be.all | in all,'to;þe . Infinite, 
996 therefore rag thinking :thac.if 


there 


| Ne AI ER RT, neat nity 


ps an Atem ) which were: ne 
part.gf Gad, or any- place wherein God 
were not then RE gonld not mg 
tobe; Infinite; + oo gps hs "ears 
but thence exchided; Sa paar | 
—_—_ ypan-which account. they denical 
a Varnwe,-. Bence afſo they did not com- 
ecixerhe World ( a8-farme now do) tobe 
3 great Body by © (elf, fir aparc from the 
TA eo >» bus. robefſignified under char 


Bate, = > Being was-mm partviſtbleand #7: 


Expos Sour ſepſes, and partly mvifible 


as in $$;Spirituglity, not perceptible by 
our -gx9{6 -corporeal Organs, otherwiſe 


| ABI NE eftccts and produdui- 
| : and.ythac therefore no more of the Rom. :. 
iny [vide things of God was known -unto 19,20. 


them, then whar ſeeny'd:of dear inference 
fram thewghible <£ that in plain meaning, 
the Spirityal part of the World was nor by 
them diſcovered, further then was: evi- 
denc'd by its ating on the Corpareal part, 

waereef though in the common formot 
ſpeaking, when they ſaid Gas, they meant. 
only the Spirit of God ; and when they 
faid Worſd, they meant zroſly the macer1- 
al Globe: Yes the imore knowing ſort of 
Heathens did by the World mean all cor- 
porcal Beings, both aboye and betow, os 
B 4 allow- 
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attowing plutality of 'Worlds;; but only 

encinfinite Body, 'fovern'd 4 17 tn 
Spivir, ating atFinall. Spirctws mtu dlir. 
So as when they menrion'd Gods ythe plu- 
ral number,” rhey'meant only divers facul- 
ves,” which their Soul of the World '( v:z. 
God) had infus'd mro-ſeveral Creatures 
pecuhar to rhem. ©-'Henee they calPdeve- 
Ty particular a Aicrovoſ#;,or Little World, 
-m ſome ſort the Progeny, or imperfect Co- 


'-* py of the Univerſe; 'as conſiſting of Body 


and" Spirit:; ſome” more perfect, as Man, 
and all animated Creatures';'others leſs, 
as Plants, Minerals and Stones: atcording 
as their ſeveral mixr bodily Temperaments 
were -prepared to receive a'more or leſs 
pure degree of rhe Anima Maidi : not 
| allowing more-Souls: then one, although 
men: gave them divers names;' according 
2o'the various! kinds of Creatures ſo ani- 
mated. And this ſome held! tso Spiritual, 
tobeany more defiled by anyUifcas'd;na- 
fty; or wicked 'Body, wherein it dwelt, 
then the Sun-beams by ſhiniuginto a Dun- 
cgeon arPeſt-houſe, 7 n3i55; 
; X V. Fo ons, 

Now this Doctrine of the Soul ſeem'd 
but ill to provide for Juſtice; either in-this 
life or another, however they allow'd it 

ortality in general, bat: underrook 


» 


nor 


EIS 


not for its.diſpoſal jn any peeuliar way g 
only thatir lives here; as long as it hath 
vigour cnottghin it ſelf toaraw and digeſt 
to its own ſupport, fir and ſufficient Nu- 
rriment oitr of the great World. But whert 
1s Organs arecirher enfeebled, or by ſome 
accident diſorder d, that it can no longer 
prey on the great World,. then that preys 
upon It, andar death receives back its By- 
dy and Spirit into it ſelf: by which alter- 
native Emanation of the Univerſe into 
Fuchs and their Reftiturion into the 

niyerſe, {without any annihilation) rhe 
World (ſay they ) crjoys a perpetual re- 
Juveneſcency. They did by daily experi- 
ence ſee compoſita diſſolwi, and m their diſ- 
folution nothing perifhe but that which 
was made up of rhe conjunttion of thoſe 

arts. As when by death the' Body and 
Soul were parted; the Mari they thought 
was gone, but rhe Spirit remain'd in its 
Neha arid oy ns # in its Earth _ 
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tures; Sreroat into a new ftare of Nets 12, 
whichthey fuppoſed no way-concern'd or 
relared untothe former; as FE may fee by 
the line of the Poet ; 


Et 
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Er þ jap yoſtro ſeptit ge corpoje, poftquame 
Diftratta eft anm; yaturs. apimeque poieftas 
Nil tamen hoc. ad nos, coith, quiz. GQnjugiogue 
Corporzs 4t que anime confeſtimnus upiter ati. 
Nec, ſs mater iam noſtr am conlegerit gtas 
Po#t obitum, rurſumque redegerit , ut fits 
nwnc eft.: <7, Fs 
Arque iter uns nobes ſfueriut data luming vite: 
Pertineat quicquam tamen ad vos ia quoque 
fattam,, 17 , Frey 
Interrapts ſemel cums ſit retinentia noftr7. 
Et nunc nihil ad nos de noþ1s qttinet, ante 
Lui fuimus, & C. mms _ 


Bur only thought themſelves aſſured, and 
held tor an,cternal verity, that there never 
was, nor .could be in Nature any Annihi- 
lation: however groſs people when things 
diſappear-d, canſider'd nat that they were 
diſſolved into their firſt Principles, but 
ſuppos'd them turn'd into .Nothing : 
whereas if Nature did admit of any Anni- 
tilation, the World, ſays Ocelps Lucanus, 
had long ago vaniſhd. Ariſtotle, Xeno- 
phoen, Cicero, Averroes, and others, make 
che World eternal, and void of all .cor- 
ruption : for not being able tq compre- 
hend whether the Egg or the Bird were 
firſt generated, ſince no Bird could be 
without 


und. 
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without $0 Eg 97 Egg wichout a Bird, 
therefare they. conggivy d ;that the Warld, 
and 'ahe.- -beginning: of. every begotr 
bing, together with the end rhercat, mu: 
he by perpetual revolution ſempiternal. 
So. that. this, not admnring of any Annihy, 
lation, cays:d theix,opinion of the, Warldg 
Erternyty, , And the Stgicks who , believ'd a 
final Conflagrayon ,- did: pat believe-any 
Annihilation, any A10re: then of a Faggor, 
when. is was burnt ;-.hur that there ſhould 
be-amew: Heaven, and anew Earth,-qr 1ar 
ther -ahat the Almighty Widam would 
praduce ſome nevw. Fabrick unconceivable 
by us, who are not able to conceive any 
$HIO8 whierect We, have NO EXPETIENCE, 


2» Enripider, 
6 enitam: pilngd emaritar, as 9s 
Sed tranſpoſu upeyltre citrogue - >: Trane 
' Forman Pers .. renders 
hzm. 


Fox ſay.they, As Nature « cannot create by 
making lameth 1n2-aut. of nothing, lo nei- 
&þer.i6an is Annilulate. by turning tomc- 
thinginte nothing; Fram whence (lays "7 xckwal's 
Dr, Hacgwel) it follews;by conlequence, bit hiÞ.1, 
| *hatas.thereis .RO-ACFEs, ſo .can there bc 

' N&,Gimmution in-the Univerſe, no more 
then inthe Alphaber, -hy-cthe intinite com- 
PiaRtyOn: and tranſpoſition of Letters ,.or 
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inthe Wax wy ons alreration of the Seal 
ſtamped upon 'ie. ' Orellns Lacanxs upon 
this fubject whites) That if any ſhoufd cort- 
ceive the World to' have been: made, he 
would not be able to' find into' what it'is 
corrupted and difſolved, fince tat ont of 
which ir was made, was before the Uri- 
verſe, as that into which it ſhall be Cor- 
rupred, will be after the Univerſ&"- © 

'As for” thoſe rhings' which are contain'd 
in rhe World, they have communion'with 
the World ; but: the World hath commu- 
nion 'with' nothing ec beſides i ir felf;- for 
all'orfer things have not ſuch a nature as 
is ſufficient of it elf, but ſtand in need of 
communion with other things; as living 


Creatures , need reſpiration ; the Eye, 


light ; and the other Senſes, their ſeveral 
objetts*:' Plants need” the juice: of the 
Earth. for their growth : Nay the Sun, 
Moon, Planers, and fixed Stars, require a 
certain portion of the Univerſe; 'ohly the 
Univerſe ſtands in'need*ofF no other: thing 
but ir ſelf. Now as Fire which isable'to 
grve heat toother' things, is of it' ſelf Hor ; 
ſo rhar which is'the-cauſe of ſafety'ahd 
perfetion ro other things, muſt of4r elf 
be ſafe and perfe&t. Again, if the Univerſe 
be Hifſolved , , it 'mult' be difſolv'd (int 
Tomething), or nothing :' not 'ihro'ſ6me- 
thing, 


"Anima Mundi. 


thing, for the Univerſe would not then be 
z | roxally' corrupted, for ſomething muſt be 
- | the whale Univerſe, or a-part of it:. nor 
> | will ic, be,angibilated, for (ſays, Ocelles 
$ \t,_1s: impdiible that ſomething ſhould be 
f made\ot nothing, or reduced into noch 

L Dr. ackwell hath well obſerv'd, thar no 4+ 4. of bcc a how 
. | Prophets.cver foretold, the end of the”; 75; 7 

\ 3 World would enſue till many years after * 

1 3 their own deaths, being ſure not to be pro- 

1 | ved Lyars.: according to-the Epigram, 


Cur mundi finem propiorem non facis ? ut non Owen upon 


r 

; Ante obitum mendax.arguerere ? ſaps. Fa ae 

f | | 4 Outer ans © 
For they who propheſic the Worlds de- as nr 
: ſtruction, are upon fure grounds, viz. that », > 4 
| ill it comes to. pals, it, may be expected. ---- -7-- -:-4 
! ?oſephns ſpeaking of the Greeks and other *” * / note 
Nations, affirms, that every State and © 
Kingdom have reported him, that wasthe 

. firſt Founder of them. ro be the firſt of the 

7 World : each Nation reckoning their An- 

» 

; tiquity but from ſome great change which 


| happen'd among them... And thus we are 
| to underſtand the. Original of the Greek 
; Hiſtory from /nachxs the A4rgive ; not that 
| he was the Original thereof, as ſome 
make him; bur becauſe a moſt memorable 
alrcration did then happen, ſome,were fo 


1gno- 
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Auim's Man.” 
roo as to make rhat confiruttict! 
thereof. For my own part, 'l who be 
Tvve the Scripttires ro be the” Wert! of 
God, dv'in this poifttt,, as in all others, 
?eligh up My pobr Judgment to'thar ſa- 
&ed: Oracle' ; bur if F did not; foſephns 
Ris Arguments Would -prove altogether 
rineffettnalunto me- -For after he hath 
a his diſcourſe againſt Appron , fpent 
many lines in megnifyng his Countrey- 
mer the 7ews , 'that they were the firſt 
Inhabitaats of the Earth; He at the laſt 


- es in @ makitier confeſs, that tte dares 
"not nevertheſefs * compare” the ' Momu- 


ments of the 7ews, with thoſe of the 
eAeyptians , Chaldtes and Phenicians, 
Who dwell in fuch Countroys as were 
not ſo fubject ro the corroption of the 
Ait, ant have carefully preſerv' the 
Records of their Counrrey. Which is as 
# he had faid, rhat for as much as no 
ethet Nations but the «Agyprians, Chal- 
#4; and Phaenitians, have Certain Records 
of rheir Originals, therefore F will riot 
with them contend for Antiquity, bur 
Shy with fact as' have no Records to 
tte. Alﬀo inthe ſatne Treatiſe Foſephus 
i uſe of MHanethon,” whe if is' for 


MS-advantage”, arid r6 juftifie the Jour 
Antiquiry,” bur in othertmarrers'that are 


6 


co his diſadiantagehe rejects his Autho- 
ricy. Bur to return torhe Hearhen Opi- 
niofi of the Soul, 
> 

The moſt plauſible Arguments they had 
to juſtihe rheir wicked Opinion of rhe 
Soul's mortality; ot unhrewarded conditi-, 
on; proceeded frotn their contemplation 
of Man, whoſe Body when' he gies, they 
plainly faw was by purrefaction mingled 
with the Body of the World, ftom whence 
it was: And by the fartereatott rhey were 
fo crednlons as to believe his Sobl thingled 
with the Sou! of the World, from whence 
thar was. Their Prieſts atſo agreeing 
herewtth', ( though in ahother forra of 
words) taughr, that in death the Soul 
went to God who'gave it, and the Body 
ro the Earth of which it was compoled : 
therefore as when rhe Sun-beams ſhine in- 
ro a dark room, and enlighten it, you 
may cafily exctude it from ſhining mto the 
room, bur carr never intercept or cat thoſe 
beams off from 'rheir original, the Sun : 
the like relation they conceiv'd the Soul 
of Man had' to the Soul of the World, 
whereto it eyer hath ani inſeparable con- 
Junction : rhe {ame alſo they held tobe in 
all other” Creatures , according to their 
Rveratdegrees of animation from onc _ 
che 
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| the ſame general Spirit, —_ that: by rca- 
ſon of its ſpirituality ſuch paſlage could be 
no more hindred, then the Walls of a Ca- 
ftle can hinder you om thinking what 15 
within. 
VI 6 


Ebencora ah Arabian Philoſopher, ob- 
ſerving thatNarture makes no ſudden tran- 
ſition from one cxtreme to another, and 
ever, by, ſome preparative degrees fitting 
rhkem to be inveſted into one another ; ſo 
he willing to adyance the Soul into a more 
cceleſtial ; Condition, pretends that when 
it leaves the groſs carnal Body, it firſt 
mixes with ſorx\e more ſubtil Body, ( per- 
haps the Air ) and ſo by being more and 
more refined, receives a gradu al capacity 
of a celeſtial condition ; not eonſicering 
thar the Spirit, when iris in any thing, is 
much more ſpiritual then Air. _ Bur  Hip- 
pocrates went further then this,who living 
in a Republick, and ſo perhaps, having ,his 
Philoſophy i infeted with their kind of Go-, 
vernment, gives the Soul of all things a 

| kind of Xeciprocal preferment and recidi- 
Vation,; by rarefkaCtion and condenſation, 
of its corporeal nature. For he oblexving 
the dillolution of groſs Bodies. to..be 
wrought by fermentation ingrinſick,whigh 
looſes and ratifics them ; as alfa thac they, 

| arc 
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are pi condenſation, whereby 
the Soul becomes wrought againinto ano- 
ther groſs Body,and that the ſpiritual doth 
ever act and govern the corporeal : He 
(I fay ) from theſe Operations conceiv'd 
a kind of alternative reign in Nature,ſay- 
ing after his obſcure manner, Lax fovs 
Tencbre Plutoni, Lux Plutoni Tenchre 70- 

vi : which much agrees with: the London 

Virtwoſs in Sir Hugh Platt's time , who 7% 4 7 
writes, that they held no Original diffe- ;..” .4- --- 
rence of things but thick and thin, not »»»- 4 | 
diſcerning that 73 28709, Divinuns aliqnid, OV 
or Spiritual Narure, which Hippocrates 
obſerv'd to bein all things. z 


VIIT, 


Many old Philoſophers of great emi- 
nency, eſpecially the Platoni#ts ;in_their 
airy diſcourſes of Humane. Souls, firſt in 
ſayour of their own, plac'd them in an 
higher form then thoſe of ordinary. per- 
ſons, andother Animals : pretending that 
by frequent: Philoſophical meditation, 
they ſo: far refined themſelves, as that. 
afrer death they remain'd _in a kind of 
Aktral , or ( as term'd by. later times ) 
Augelieal condition. As if bare thinking 

OY, 2990 Et, 8. Spent 
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Anima Muni. 
with whom all irs thoughts varniſh. ' But 
thoſe of the Vulgar, eſpecially if vicious, 
they alſo acknowledged: ra be immoral, 
however toremain more er leſs grieving, 
for the loſs: of rhat bearifical fraition, ac- 
cording as they had ted on Tre a -o 
more or lcfs vicious. 

Which Opinion (meer News andt un- 
enlightened Reaſon being Judge) can't ac- | 
quit itſelf of many errors: Firſt, they did | 
not explain themſelves, how chey could be 
capable of a confin'd locality ;' nor where, 
nor in what ſubjects thofe Souls ſhould re- 
main, when they left their Bodies. More- 
\ over, all their operations here ſeeming to 

|; be Organical, they. wondred how men 
could be ſuppoſed: to ſee, when their Eyes 
| are gone; or to grieve, reJoyCce, or think, 

' when the Brain, the medinm of thinkin £ 
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is turn'd 'to' dirt. Further, they gro 
aſſerted, thar' thoſe departed Souls co 
have''no' knowledge of ORE, S 
that'they are not diſcernabſe, but by our 
bodily ſenfes, which repreſent them unto 
us ; but they pretended their knowledge 
to be only of HMniverſals, whereas there are 
no fth things reaſly in Nature; \ wr be- 
mg only 'meer aggregate terms, 

by our ſelves for conveniency uf Woah, 


fo fave thelabour'of eninnrichy arts 
culars. 
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culars. As when we fay, Mankind is mor- 
tal', 'that in'effet pritfies no tore, bur 
chat oh (ach-a-on * Thomas, Robert, 
Peter, &c. one by one, cach particylar 
mary living ts mortal : bur for as much as 
we cannot nominate all thoſe particulars, 

we are conſtrain'd ro include therti'in oric 
rerm, Mankind + whereas if every patti- 
cular Man; Woman and Chifd were dead, 

there would be no ſuch thing as Mankind 
feft, nonor 16 much as notionally in ima- 
gination, 'becaufe there would not then 
remain one man alive to Os ſuch a 
notion. | 


1x: 


Othets'of later rimes, the taking the 
truly wiſc 5055 of St. Pl, to beware of 
vain” Phileſopby , have adventur 'd to up- 
hold "the khdwiedg e of Humane Soals 
after death, not Þ by Fatth, and the Scrip- 
rures', whoſe facred Authority were the 
mot proper ſupport of that belief, but our 
of the ine tion of their own ſufficien- 
cy, by tlie meer light c of Natural Reaſon ; 
and't ng this appears not eaſily intel- 
lipible, endeavour ro illyſtrate it by 
ters tof Nature, a6  ntfegat ible, telling 
ve of the ITTRrE Hon tive know- 

G2 ledge, 


Anime. Mundi. 
ledge, and that without help of the ima- 
ginative part, which is acknowledg'd to 
periſh with the Brain, its ſeat and Organ. 
Bur Divinity is too ſublime a thing to be 
trycd by the Teſt of: eur imperfedt Rea- 
ſon, for that were to try. God by Man, 
and in theſe matters may. it juſtly be 
call'd Folly before God. Tis. uſually 
obſerv'd, that thoſe who. vent Doctrines 
which they arenot able to evince, muille | 
them in obſcure _terms, as one may call a 
kind of Canting, like {riitorle's Entele- 
cheia , which no body underſtood but 
himſelf. Thus this term of Intuitive 
Knowledge, without the help of ſenfes or 
imagination, 15 utterly unconceiyable to 
us, who in knowing make uſe of both. 
There is nothing that more betrays the 
Souls infinity, than Thought ; as when 
in one minute 4. man can think of the 
Northern ' and Southern... parts of | the 
World, and in one moment run over ma- 
ny thouſand Leagues both. of..Sea and 
Land : but the chief Argument this point 
of their Philoſophy relyes upon, is a re- 
' flex knowledge, which. we 22x in per- 


ceiving our ſelves to know: and this they 
will have to be, done without help from 
the imaginative Repreſentation z where- 


fore they ſay, the Soul may know, al- 


or 
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though that part be loſt. Bur if we con- 
fidently mark this inward perception of 
our knowledge, it may perhaps be no- 
ching 'but the inward experience, which 
our imaginative faculty gives us of whar 
we know, and doth no more evince any 
ſeparable faculty of the Soul, (as Lucre- 
t:45 obſerves) than the reflex and intrin- 
fick perception of ſmart, which a man's 
Foot gives him in a Fit of the Gour. 


X. 


Now the Ancients thinking the Spi- 
rit of the World to be univerſally diffus'd 
through all things, not only Animals, bur 
ſuch as we call Inanimartes, confider'd it 
ſo as'that' the various aCtings thereof, 
might 'not 'be unfitly compar'd to the 
Muſick of a pair of Organs, where all the 
wind comes from the Bellows, which be- 
ing diftributed into ſeveral Pipes, makes 
Muſick fo long as it remains in them, but 
ſo ſoon as it is paſſed through the Pipes, 
the wind of each Pipe mixes with that 


of the others again, and then'the Muſick” 


ceaſes : Thus they foolifhly canceived to 
be infuſed into all Creatures , each of 
their Spirits from that of the World, and 
\o to at according to the various tem- 
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peraments of hols Gvroval Bodies, which 
They poſſeſs 25)ong as they remain, there- 
; but inmerliately whey: they paſs 
Ri, them, they mingle again pro= 
miſcuouſly wit thong another into the Spi- 
rit of the World, from which. they, were 
ſent, and thus their former ways of aCt- 
ing ccaſcd. | 

Others theze were that look'd upon 

_ the Soul to te ta the Body , as. we ſee | 
Gunpowder is to the Gun, (if I may fit- | 
ly illuſtrate an Aneient opinion, by a Mo. 
dern compariſon )) and that a Body with- 
_—_ a Spuls 1s. byt a prece. of Ordnance 
harg'd; -ulgleſs, to the operation-Na- 

ic lgnd 16. ;, Therefoxei; when, men 
xn mad 3hcough-over- much grits kpow- 
tedge or learning, they may nor; iImapro- 
perly. be ſaid to be over-charg'd,: gs.on 
the contrary, the reaſon why..men waits 
corpore, are generally more; beayy, dull 
and, holly witted, -Mmay. proceed, fromitheir 
EE, ynder-charged.: As, we,; {ce the 
"g's quantity of Powder which, giycs & 
Fort: 19, a Piſtol, gives httte, or, none in 

Bl 6-19 + of; FOUſeng 
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: Some of. the Ancient Philoſophers ha- 

ving a 'vaign-ambition of getting etcrnal 
Fame, by raifing ſome particular Sect of 
Philoſophy, which might -gcnerally take 
amongſt men , ſet up for one of theſe 
ways : either to pleaſe the; Voluptuous, 
who: care for nothing ,; bur delighting 
their ſenſes without any further regard : 
or by pretending to Futurity and: Erer- 
nity to make a more glorious noiſe, and 
thereby thought to prevail more:power- 
fully and univerſally, as over-awing the 
tunorous: z- and alluring the ambirious : 
in which way they adapted erernal ter- 
rours to evil doers, and everlaſting glory 
to the virtuous.' This chey not improba- 
bly hoped weuld make their Sect to be 
admitred and cheriſh'd by Princes, as 
commodions to: Government. | Alſo this 
latter ſore to compaſs their end, were ne- 
ceſſitated-to wreſt their Doctrines of the 
Soul'ſo far: from meer illuminate Nature, 
as 'one: of the Ancients ſaid, They deli- 


yer:d things more | like Dreams, .of Old. 


Wives Tales, than Truths: and atlength 
Poſterity [following their: Anceſtors hke 
Carriers Horſes in a track, without ſeek- 

1 | C4 ing 


ing opt any new or better way, they re- 
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ceiv'd ſuch frenzies from one another, 
and improved them with ſuch dotages of 
their own, as' farpaſs'd all Poetick Fifti- 
ons, and inſtead of taking with the Vul- 
gar, grew ridiculous. For in truth they 
needed as mnch and as weak credulity, 
as ever any vulgar Superſtition did : but 
were not fo craftily fitted to draw vulgar 
capacities to honeſty , or terrifie them 
from vice, as other Superſtitions were. | 
Their news of ſeparate Souls in: cceleftial 
Joys, or infernal Agonies, Ernumerus the 
Atheiſt ſays moſt impiouſly;,” were as hard 
to prove as:the Ehfan Fields, 'Acheron of 


Styx, or Pluto with his Infernal Guard. 


All: this would do little or no good upon 
the' propharie Rabble, for they/ would ſay 
within-rthemſelves, if this be alt, 'we will 
not for ſuch Meraphyſicks-fotbear any 
manner of pleaſure or. profit; how: baſe 
ſoever. * On the other ſide; ſhould: you 
hear Adahomrer aſſuring the people, that 
sf rhey would" Tead a pious, religious and ' 
obedient bfg in this World, | they ſhould 
hereafter ilive for ever in moſt» pleaſaiit 
Gardens, with'yaricty of delicious Fruits, 
beautiful Women, and high” affeCions, 
with-abjlitics. renew'd eternally : bur if 
they kd an-irrehigious life; ' and were ua 

c oe obe- 


——_ 


obedient unto his Doctrine 
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, they ſhould 
hereafter be deliver'd up to horrid De- 
vils;, who would for ever torment them 
in a Lake of material Fire and Brimſtone: 
this Doftrine, when once by education, 
and the ſolemnity of publick Authority, 
implanted anJ upheld in the minds -of 
men , proves far more prevalent with 
them, than the ſublime notions of 'Plars, 
how well grounded ſoever : and astoan 
exact proof before natural reaſon, clear 
and nor prepoſſeſs'd, perhaps Plato would 
not 'have much the odds of Afahomet ; 
Nihil eſt infelicins homine cui ſua fSqmenta 


dominant ur. 
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XII. on 
| Many good Moral men, and ſome 'of 
the Fathers, as Terraullian, Latantins, QC. 
held the Soul to be. ex Traduce from Fa- | 
ther to Son, and that for theſe reaſons: 
Firſt, if every man hath a new Soul in- 
fus'd into him at his birth by God,” and 
not lincally deſcended to him from Att 
to Eve, how then can they be guilty"of, 
or ſuffer for Original fin > 2. Whatmeans 
that = Exod.rx. 5. where 'tis ſaid,” Ah 


All 
the ſouls that came from the loins F ach 
were ſeventy ſouls ? Alſo an@her G 
7 en. 
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.cIf rhe Soul be, not , ex ,Tredvce,, then 
pl the moſt perfect; of all Creatures, 
yorle than a Beaſt, . who begets'both 
matter, and . form,, 4. Every like doth 
not. then. beger his like,. an Error in Philo- 
ſophy. it ſelf. 5. All-that bave Seed-in 

' themſelves, do not proPagate their kind. 
| SL Gods Conimand: 3 \vigz. Gen.1. the 
Creatures to increaſe and multiply, would 

be. uſcleſs and: of none cleft, 7, God 
would infuſe a Soul ro-þe puniſh/d, here 
and hereafter, for anothers fin, viz. Adams, 
God ſeems [O.C@NCUI. LO the act of For- 
nication, or Adultery; in that he furniſhes 
their unlawful Iffte with a Soul ; andif a 


Man lye with a Beaft- and beget a Mon- 

ſter half a Man and half a Beaſt, God 

will be thought : to infuſe a Soul Into thats. 
CONCEPHAMD, . wa 1S a Pere 


what.will. become. of thar Soul hereafres? 
2...1f the Soul be infuſed, . ;nothing i is bes 
ern; for the Body, cav't generate. per 
.any,-more than one Houſe can of ir 
EK. .beget another ,. .both-the Body and 
ahe. Houſe being of. themſelves / bur dirt, 
25-04" is nct ' withous, the ;;Soul 
Laſtly;: begers not whole Man,: for 


conſis of. Body. and. Soul joyntly, 
A ibſggditics they inferred from thar 
7 *  _opmion 


opinion! of Gods. infuſing the Soul imme- 
diately into eyery man; at his firſt Creati- 
on. | This; opinion of the Squls being ex 
Tradace (ike the Body ) from the Pa+ 
rents, is illuſtrated by the ſmile of light- 
ing one Candle by anothery and-that ac+ 
cording-to Holy Writ , God firſt lighted 
Adam, from whom Poſterity receiv'd 
their light,. without diminiſhing one ano- 
ther: thereby, any more than one Torch 
is. diminiſh'd dy lighting another. In a 
Candle if you obſerve it cloſely , you 
may plainly perceive how the flame, as 
it. melts. and draws in the Tallow into 
little bubbles , 'turns them into flame, 
which ſbines for a while, ill its upper- 
moſt part;having ſpent its oyly moiſture, 
vaniſhes into'Smoak and Air, the flame 
ſtill rehewing nor in identity, bur by ſuc- 
cefſiverenpvation. In reſemblance wheree 
of, ſome thought the Soubour of the bo- 
diy Nutriment-to make the Chyle, and 
tarning [that into Bloud, out of 'that to 
make the animal Spirits, and of them rhe 
diſcurfwe Soul, which in an humane tem- 
perature ſeem'd refin'd to, a greater puri- 
ty, than in the groſſer conſtitutions of 


' other; Anirhals: ;- likewiſe mn them more 


than'in Plants, 'toa greater or leſſer per- 
fection. or- duration , according to _ 
diffe- 


Andi. 


different Tem nts more or leſs pre- 
pard to receive it : and they: that held 
this Opinion, laid down for. an' infallible 
maxim, 'that Bicquid recipitur, Yecipitur 

odums recipients ; and from hence 
(fay they ) it comes to'paſs, that ſome 
men are more ingenious, others more ſtu- 
pid. Bur' generally they held, 'that men 
were mote clearly rational, whilſt 'other 
Animals'are ſtupid and dull, yet all from 
one and the ſame original Spirit, varying 
only according to its different fuel. Juſt 
as Lamps, ſome ſhine 'brigtiter and ſome 
more dim, according as their Oyl or 
Wick is: better or worſe. - From hence 
(ay they) it proceeds j' that! we' often 
fee as much ditference between'Mer and 
Men, as'there is between Men: andBeaſts, 
only as ſtupidity is moſt prevalent 1 in 
Brures, fois frenzy in Men. \'Nordid-the 
Heathens perceive any Conſiderable diffe- 
rence betwixt- us and other Creatures; 
than whar is occaſion'd by fpeech atid uſe 
of i.ctters, whereof they being ignorant, 
could only think of objects, noiſes, and 
what they felt, cheard or'faw;:buri'could 
hold no mental Cciſcourſes , as Men did 
who had the uſe of Letters: ' Ler/us hear 


Mennt. Ef What -fountaizn ſays on this ſubject. 
lib. 2. c.1 2. Ik hae which ——_—_ communica- 


tion 
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tion between them and us, why may it 
not be in us, as well as in them? for we 
underſtand them no more than they do 
us ; by the ſame reaſon therefore may 
they deſpiſe: our ignorance, as well as we 
theirs : And we may as well think the 
Chineſes Beaſts, becauſe we do not under- 
ſtand them. When 1 am playing with 
my Gat, ( ſays he ) who knows whether 
ſhe hath more ſport in dallying with me, 
or I in playing with her? We entertain 
one another with mutual Apiſh tricks ; 
and if I have my hour to begin, er. to re- 
fuſe, fo hath ſhe hers. As we hunt af- 
ter the tamer ſort of Beaſts, ſo do the 
wilder hunt after us : and therefore as 
Sheep or Oxcnare made for Men, ſo ( if 
you will credit Aowntaign ) arc Men at- 
rer a ſort made for Lions, - Bears, Wolves, 
Tigers ; the weakeſt for the ſtrongeſt. 
Such as keep or entertain Beaſts, ( as he 
goes on ) may :ather be called their Ser- 
vants, than they theirs. Democritus was 
of. the opinion. , -that Men have learnt 
moſt of their Arts from dumb Creatures : 
as that the Spider taught. us to weave, 
the Swallow to build, the Nightingale to 
ſing, and divers Beafts the Art of Phyfick. 
St. Auſtin 1n his diſpute with: the an 
cbges, ſeems to giveBeaſts the uſe of New: 

\ Oll, 
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Anita Mundi." 
fon, Campanella gives'them ſome ſenſes 
which we want: What (fays he) makes 
the Cock ro diſcover midnight and morn- 
ing, as it appears he doth by his crowing ? 
what teaches a Hen, before ſhe hath had 
any experience, to fear an Hawk, and 
not a Gooſe, or Peacock , far greater 
Birds ? what makes rhe young Chickens 
more afraid of a Cat, thana Dog? and 
to ſtrut and arm rhemſelves more againſt 
the mewing 'of the one, than the barking 
of the other 2 what inſtructs Waſps, Em- 
mets and Mice, to chuſe the beſt Fruir 
and Cheeſe,” without having taſted them 
befqre ? and what teaches the Dog when 
he is ſick, to flee to the Graſs, and the 
Stag , Elephant and Serpent to certain 
Herbs , when they are wounded , for 
cure? how many ways fpeak we to Dogs, 
and they underſtand us ? what diſcipline 
may wo learn from the Bees? what pru- 
dence from the Ants, im laying up provi- 
fion before-hand ? or from the Swallovrs, 
who at the approach of Spring ſearch up 
and down, and pry about the corners of 
the Houſes, not without judgement-and 
diſcretion , and from a thouſand places 
ſelect that which is moſt convenient for 
them to build with? :and in that __ 
cunning contexture of rheit Cs 
Birds 
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Amnima Mundi. 
Birds chnfe rather a round than a fquare 
form, did they not know the convenite 
of it ? what makes them take firft Clay, 
and then Water, unteſs they gueſ#d the 
moifture of the one, would mollifie the 
hardneſs of the other ? would they floor 
their Apartments with Moſs , did they 
not know , how much more ſoft and 
warm it would be for themſelves and 
young ones ? what makes them fhelter 
themſelves from: ftormy weather, build- 
ing their Cabbins roward the Eaſt, but 
that they know ſome winds are more 
kealchful than others 2 why doth the 
Spider ſpin her artificial Web thicker in 
one Place than another, uſing ſometimes 
one, ſometimes another knot , had the 
not an excellent contrivance ? Let us 
now confider Man,. who '( as Morxaraign 
faith) 1s. the only out-caſt and forſaken 
Creature, naked on the bare Earth, ha- 
ving nothing to cover and arm himſelf 
withal, but theſpoil of others; whereas 
Nacure her felf hathcloath'd and fortified 
all other Creatures with skins, hair, wool, 
ſtings, horns, * ſcales, feathers. ralons, 
claws, hoofs, teeth, &c. inſtrufting them 
m evety thing requiſite for their , own 
preſervation, as fo ſwim, re.n, creep, fly, 
Es.” but Man alone can neither feed, 

; ſpeak, 
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for himſelf, unleſs taughe 
by others; : 


Lacrer.l. 5. Them porra,puer ut ſevis projelius ab nndis 


P-2%22. 


Navita, nudm bum: jacet infans, indigns 
_ om 
Vitals auxilio,cum primum in lumints or as 
Nexibus 6x alvo matris Natura profudit, 
V agitnqz locum lugubri complet, ut equum cft 
Cai tantum in vita reftat tranſire malorum. 
At varie creſcunt pecudes, armenta, fereque 
Nec crepitacula eis opus eft nec cniquam ad- 
hibenda et 

Alme nutricis olauda,atque infratta loquela: 
Nec varias querwnt veſtes pro tempore cal, 
Denique non armis opus eſt,yon manibus altis 
eDueis ſha tntentur, quands omnibus onmnia 
large Ez 

Tellns ipſa parit, Naturaque D edalarerum. 


Sore Authors are of an opinion, that 
Man is nothing but an Ape cultivated ; 
others think, that as he is ſuperiour to 
Brates in' ſome things, ſo is he inferiour 
in other, By the Law ſin firſt came into 
the World , ſaith the Holy Scripture ; 
wherefore if Man be the only Creature 
that hath knowledge of God, then (ſay 
they) he is the only Creature that ſins 


againſt thar God whom he knows: what 


Bruce 


Brute doth a worſe thing than Man, when 
he goes into Foreign Wars, and for 4 pence 
or 6 pence a day murders men that ne- 
ver did him wrong ? Birds quarrel with 
one another either for meat, or females; 
and Men for Superſtitions, or for ſome- 
what that doth not at all concern them ; 
and now which is the moſt rational diſ- 
pute ? St. Zeros forgetting that it is ſaid, 
No: a Sparrow falls ro the ground, without 
Gods knowledge, doth in his Expoſition up- 
on Habakkxk feem to limit Gods Provi- 
dence, and make it not extend to Beaſts, 


bur only unto Men : alſo Cicero writes ,,, _ 
to the ſame purpoſe, Magna Dii cxrant nu yn, 
parva negligunt, But this was only to lib. i. c:4 


complement the Great ones : For as St. 
Auſtin ſays, Deus eſt maximus in minimis : 
and as the excellency of the ſight appears 
in diſcerning the ſmalleſt object ; ſo did 
he think the beauty of Providence moſt 
appear'd in governing regularly the ſmal- 
left Arom. But to return to our ſub- 
zect. 


X 111. 


Mens natural paſſions and fears, when 


. not enlightened by judicious and calm con- 


lxieration, nor repreſſed by a ſober tem- 
p#c 


34 Anima Mundi: 
per of mind, did ever ſo tyrannize over 
them, that ſome ( as now with us) dare | 

not tyealone, or go inthe dark, for fear 
of Sprites ; bur this timorouſneſs was more 
*vental in the ignorant Heathens, than in 
us, Who believe that Man bears the image 
of the Almighty ; for what can be more 
abſurd, than toe think that rhe Devil 
When he pleaſes ta make ſport, caninveſt 
himfelf in the ſame fhape with the Al- 
mighty's Favounite ? But however , ſuch 
reports have given ſome men an opportu- 
nity of fhewing the power of their zeal, 
tolay thoſe Spirits which never were rail- 
ed. The good Damon of | Secrates was 
no other than his extraordjnary prudence 
and wiſdom, which ever dictated to him 
in aM tis undertakings, both «hat to do, 
and whart to avoid ; nor did this good Ge- 
nizs fail him , ſaye in 'the choice of his 
Wife Xantippe, at which'time, 1t March- 
es were made in Heaven, he hal cerrain- 
Iy no Fricnds there. Tis thought there 
Is a decep'io viſzts wherewith timorous 
people arc pollcts'd, that oft-times make 
chem belicve they ſee rhings, which they 
do not : and he that believes there. are 
fuch things , hath half ſcen them, and 
wants only Brurz:s His waking Cream, to 
{ce ſach another Appartion, who Fn 
O 


_— 
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of ſecing what he is reported tohave ſeen 
in a dream, did 'only dream that he ſaw 
ir, which very much ditfer. | 

The ingenious Dr. Browns is zealous for 42-4» 
Apparitions , and in a Reply to that”” -” 9 
ſhrewd Objection, Thar che Devil only,;. -.-...- 
appears to filly weak people , he. ſays, 
Thar the Devil will not appear to the 
wicked, for fear of converting them : bur 
if this Argument held, he muſt never ap- 
pear to any, for certainly his appearing 
can never advance his Kingdom, bur ra- 
ther the contrary. However, that God 
can raiſe up ſuch things, no man [I think 
will qaeſtion;; bur that he doth, fo often 
as men report, no man 1s obliged to be- 
Heve. Nor ſhall I be ſo dogmartical as to 
4ilert the contrary, ſince there is an ac- 
rial Creation, and for ought. we know 
every place is full of inviſible Spirits, 
which like rhe Wind are unſeen, yer viſt- 
ble in their effects and operations. Ths 
opinion of Spirits hath ever been received 
in the World, as we may learn from all _ 
Hiſtories both Ancient and Modern, and 
therefore I ſhall not be ſo poſitive in my 
aſſertion as to give all' Antiquity the lye. 
WhenlT read of a Sceleton that appear d 
in Chains to Athenodorns the Philoſopher 3 
and the ſame of Clesnice, that tormented 
D 2 P an- 


Anima Mund}, 

Pauſanias ( who had ſlain her) as long as 
he livd; as alſo the Ghoſt of Agrippins 
did her Son Nero. Alexander ab Alexan- 
dro tells us of ſeveral Houſes in Rome, thar 
were uninhabited on this occaſion : bur | 
particularly one of his own, wherein both 
himſelf and his daring Companion, were 
ſevercly irightned by an Apparition, Alſo 
Cardan ( whom Canſabon ſtiles, Home 
ventofi ingemi ) was for this very reaſon 
calld Adendaciſſimus. He ( though in- 
credulous enough in other things ) yet 
here feems too eaſje, for he not only be. 
liev'd ſuch Apparitions, bur atiected to 
tell ſtrange things concerning them : 
hich made his great Friend Nodes, 
(who extoll d him in other things, )to de- 
cry him in this. Sxeronms allo tells of 
a Spirit, that appeard in Ceſ.r's Camp, 
juſt before his pafſing the Rxbicon , and 
1a the form of an handſom young man, 
inatching a Trumpet out of rhe hands 
of one of the Irumpeters , therewith 
threw himiclf in o the River, and ſwam 
over, ſounding a March all the while: 
( Althongh mcn may: queſtion, whether 
this were not a Stracagem us'd by Ceſar 
to encomage his Men to proceed , the 
ſuppoſed Sjirir being perhaps only: a 
young man that could ſwim well, and 
| ſound 
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found a Trumpet. ) Therefore I ſhall 
not too confidently oppoſe a Dottrine, 
which hath been ſo long entertain'd in 
the World. Burt in all theſe matters it 
is good to be neither too ſceprical, ſo as 
to need burning before we are conviac'd 
that the fire is hot ; nor too credulous, 
as thoſe who ſee nothing but whar is in- 
viſible, and believe nothing but what is 
incredible. 
XIV. 

Again, others whoſe [dzaz were more 
chearful and vigorous , did frequently 
caſt away their lives, in hopes of being 
wrapt above the Skies ; as the Negroes 
of Gxiney uſe to do, who upon any diſ- 
like of their condition , ( thinking their 
Being no longer to be preſerv d than it 
is a Well-being) do often make-away 
themſelves, in hopes to go dance with 
their deceaſed Friends beyond the Moun- 
tains. The prodigious power of ſuch 
waking dreams , have producd ſuch 
horrid effefts in minds dark and ſuſcep- 
tible of them, eſpecially when they re- 
pieſented [des of Terrour. As ar this 
rime we frequently ſee poor old filly 
Women confeſs, and really imagine that 
they have conversd with evil Spirits, 
in the ſhape of black Dogs , or have 

D 3 flown 
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flown in the Air , and (© have ſuffer'd 
for Wirches, when perhaps Zealam had 
been much fitter for: them. Nor is @ 
man thar is incredulous in the point. of 
Witches , withour ſome reaſon on -hig 
ſide. , The ingenious Bergerac in his Say 
tyrs faith thus: I have never heard any 
ſtory of Witches, bur 1t was ſaid to be 
acted above an hundred miles from the 
place ir was told me ; the laying the 
Scene at which diltance, maae me ſul. 

& the Relators aim'd to render it 1im- 
poſlible for the curious to inform them- 
tclves of the truth ; alſo that they were 
tn the ſhapes of Cats, found in the midſt 
of a Field. Without many witneſles ; 
the reſtimony of one perſon alone ought 
ro be ſuſpected in things miraculous : 
Near a Village; it was eaſier to cozen 
the Clowns: "Twas a poor old Woman; 
Necetſiry might make her lye, to get 
money : She was o'd ; Age weakens 
Reaſon, and makes talk too much ; or 
elſe ſhe hath inyented this Fable to en- 
tertain her Neighbours withall - Age 
decays the ſight ; the took a Hare for 2 
Cat:: Age makes fearful z ſhe thought 
ihe. had ſeen fifry for one. And  'tls 
much more probable , rhat any one of 
theſe things may. happen , which are 
Ek : every 
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every aj few thn ſuch an tends. 
nary accident. Again, the party thought: 
to be-a Witch, being ſome 1gnorant old 
Country-woman , hath not wit to dif- 
intangle her (elf from the intricate Que 
ſtions which are put to her , whoſe un- 
derſtanding is ſo ſtupified with the im- 
minent danger, that: ſhe 1s rendred un- 
capable of making any pertinent ans 
{wer to juſtifie her felf ; which if ſhe 
doth , men conclude the Devil ſpeaks 
in her; if ſhe ſaith nothing, they believe 
ſhe is convinced by a guilty Conſcience, 
and ſo ſhe is preſently condemned-: Or 
for the better evidence whether ſhe be a 
Witch or no, they caft her into the Wa- 
ter, where if ſhe ſinks, ſhe is drown'd ; 
and if ſhe ſwims, ſhe 1s convicted tor a 
Witch. But would the Devil be fuch a 
Fool ? He that could at another time 
give her the form of a Cat, can he not 
now give her the form of a Fly to eſcape 
in ? No, ſay they, . Witches loſe their 
power when they are. m the hands of 
Juſtice : Bur 4his ts ul (contrived, for it 
1s not the way to encourage others to 
ferve the Devil, for him thus to aban- 
don his ſervants-in tame of need , - the 
ald. Serpent. ſhould be wiſer than fo, 
EN it. may. he obſerv.d,. thatall theſc 
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rs and Witches are ge- 
nerally beggarly and poor : Therefore 
is it probable that any perſons ſhould 
expoſe themſelves , upon the hope to 
continue poor and odious, to miſery both 
in this World, and that which js to 
come ? How can it be admitted with 
reverence to the Divine Nature , thar 
Prophecy ſhould ceaſe, and Witches fo 
abound, as ſeems by their frequent ex- 
curſions; which would make one think, 
the ſtrongeſt faſcination is incircled with- 
in the ignorance of the Judges, malice. 
of the Witneſles , or the ſtupidity of 
the poor parties aecuſed. Theſe are 
the things which are urged againſt this 
Opinion. 
AY. 


Others have jn haſte to their imagina- 
ry Joys in another life, neglefted or de- 
ſtroy'd this. Several of Hegeſia's Audi- 
tors have been found , and others have 
upon reading Platos Book of Immorta- 
lity, kill d themſelves, and ſo made more 
haſte than good ſpeed to enjoy thoſe 
Pleaſures. Proh, mira ſtultitia & incre- 
dibilis axaacia! fpernunt tormenta preſen- 
tia, dum incerta metuunt &* fſutnra, & 
aum mor: poſt mortem timent , interim 
wor) non timent, ita vis pever & fallax 
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ſes folatio redrvivo blanditur; Where” 
by it appears , thar in things which - 
Nature hath not made our Reaſon ca- 
pable of foreſeeing , ( as is the Souls 
future eftare) there ſtrong belief 1s not 
alway a fign of Truth : For in fome 
caſes who ſo bold as blind Bayard ? 
There never was any Sect fo ſortiſh 
and falſe, but may boaſt of its: Mar- 
tyrs. Let this be underſtood of cor- 
rupt, unenlightned Nature , that we 
may not confound Chriſtianity with 
Paganiſm. Many good men have died 
to juſtite , what Yaninas died madly 
to oppoſe ; ſo contrary are mens per- 
ſwaſions. Some of the eEgyprians di- 
ed fighting for the Deity of Garlick, 
others for the Deity of Onions ; ſo 
that a miſtaken Martyrdom rather be- 
trays the eaſineſs of the Party , than 
. the truth of his Cauſe. For to believe 
otherwiſe, were to do too great an 
honour to thoſe Atheiſts or Hereticks, 
who have ſuffer'd for their Irrcligion p 
under the Laws of Chriſtianity. The E 
Apoſtles ſuffer'd for the truth of what M 
they ſaw with their own eyes; where- 
as many of the Heathens did bur like 
Knights of the Poſt , affirm the verity 
of things they knew not, only had = 
CCLV 
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ceiv'd} by a Traditional hear-ſuy from. 
others, whoſe vain Opinion of theit great: 
knowledgefill'd them with pride,as.being 
the' only men which knew the ſecrets of 
Heaven : like e£/op's Conjurer , -they: 
pretended to know all things which were 
done. in Heaven and Earth, bur was igno- 


rant that his own Houſe. was. on fie at 
XVI. 

The two primitive Eſſentials which 
conſtitute all compounded things, were 
by the Ancient Greeks term'd Pſyche 
and Hyk, that is, Spiratzs and Aate- 
7:4 , Soul and Body, Both thele they 
held, as conſider'd in their ſingle Na- 
tures, to be from all Etcrnity, and to 
continue to. Eternity , which together 
united. in one Infinite, they held to be 
God, whom they beliey'd'to be Maker 
of the World. Not by-operation from 
without, as a Cook makes a Pye of 
ſeveral materials , which he. hath ga-. 
ther d together, = being no part of 
him, can after it is made ſubſiſt with- 
our him : bur by inoperation rather, 
reſembling the Soul in, a living Crea- 
ture, which by. its intrinſick , plaſtick 
vertue , forms the Anmmal with all irs 
faculties and parts, both internal, and 

_ CX- 


© 


pres not pes able to ſubſiſt without 
that Spirit which did firſt animate and 
inform it: however perform'd. with no 
leſs trouble and: concern to the Anima 
AAunii, than the hairs of our head are to 
us : and to this inoperation of the Divine 
Nature ire alludes, ſaying, 


Principio Cal:1m ac Terras, com poſque [:quentes 
Lucentemque globum Luna, Titaniaque aſira 
Spiritus intus alit, rr amqgue infuſy per artits 
Mens agitat mol:1n, © magno ſe corpore miſcet. 


This, I ſay, was an opinion generally re- 
ceivd among the Heathens, only the 
wiſer ſort (10 reputed ) aflerted , that 
God made all things of nothing but Him- 
ſelf; whom they acknowledge to be In- 
finite, and therefore could not imagine 
that there were any other real things be- 
ſides him ; ſuppoling thar if there were, 
then God mult have been bur one eminent 
thing among many others ; which to ſpeak 
or think, might be'eſtecm'd as great and 
ſottifh a blaſphemy in Philoſophy, as Re- 
ligion : and to this purpoſe Lzcan ſpeaks, 


Zupiter eft quodennque vides, BC. _— 
Alſo Ovid, 

Preſentemq; refert qnebber herba Drum. 

But 
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Bur the abſir 


dity of this Opinion is al- 
ready by ſeveral ingenious Pens made 
known unto the World : As, 

x. Ifevery thing be God, or a portion 
of God, ſome parts of the Deity muſt per- 
ccive what others do nor. 

2. Several parts of the Deity ( as 
Stones, Metals, &'c. ) muft be void of un- 
derſtanding. 

3. Idolatry were no crime, but only 
an amicable officiouſneſs in one part of 
the Deity toward another. To which 

rpoſe Athenagoras writes, ſaying, If 
God and Matter be the ſame thing un- 
der various appellations, then were it no 
leſs than Impiety in us, to deny Divine 
honour to Stones, Trees or Metals. 

Laſtly, there would be no ſuch thing as 
Virtue or Vice, Pain or Pleaſure, unleſs 
you will make God to commit the one, 
and ſuffer the other. 


XVII. 


Now they who held this vain Opinion, 
term d every Creature ( eſpecially Man, 
who 1s efteem'd the moſt excellent of 
all others) a Aficrocoſm, or little World, 


| as compoſed of Pſyche and Hyle. Allo 


Atoſes hath been thought to intimare as 
much, 
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much, in ſaying , That in the begirining 
of the Creation, the Spirit moved upon 
the Waters; for ſo the Rabbins and Cat- 
balifts expound him. They ſay it was 
the Rxah Elohim, viz. the Spirit of God, 
which moved upon the Waters. H:ppo- 
crates ſeems likewiſe to agree with this 
Doftrine, aſſerting the beginning of Sub= 
lunary things to proceed from Fire and 
Water : But Moſes, who was skill d in all 
the «Egyptian Learning, alludes perhaps 
ro their Hieroglyphicks , wherein the fi- 
gure of an mt, ſignified God; as a Cy- 
pher, ſtood for a Nowentity, 5, e. for No- 
thing ; the character of Tex, did ſignifie 
the World : and in the old Hebrew Chas 
raQcis, as in our modern Figures, of a 
ditterent ſhape, the figure of an wn 
placed before a Cypher, ſignified Tex, by 
which was meant the World, as I ſaid: 
and hereby they expreſs'd that God made 
the World of Nothing. And perhaps in 
further conformity herewith , he is ſaid 
ro make Man more excellent than other 
Creatures, after his own Image; that 15, 
not im outward Efhgies, or Features of 
face and limbs, but as the Univerſe 
compoſed of Spirit and Body. And fo 
they held the World to be conſiſting of 
a Being partly corporeal and viſible, and 
partly 
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party fpiritual and invifible: - the viſible 
or marerial part, by. reaſon of ts more 
or-leſs groſs. and ſolid corporeity, is of 
it felf, more or [cſs unfit for motion, bur 
properly capable ro receive the. impulſes 
of the more afttive ſpiritual part : And 
thas in the fittle World of Man, as long 
as his Spirit remains in him, it quicke:s 
his groſs Body, carryihg/it up and down 
from the remoreſt parts of the Earth, 
contriving many projects ,. and working 
great things; however ta Mement aiter 
rhar Spirit is gone, the Bodv' is left a dull 
putrid piece of Earth, andalt his Thoughrs 
periſh. 


X VET. 


' But is give me leave to Montais- 
ie, and {© far to digrets from my ſub- 
ject, as roacquainr you 'with a great dit- 
pute, which happend among the Ancients 
concerning Motion ; for although , as 1 
lately rold you, there were' fome who 
thought the matcrial part of the World 
unfr for. motion , yet: there were others 
of a contrary tentiment,; and from hence 
arole the.diſpure concerning the motion 
of the Earth. Ariſtotle, Ptelomy, and Ty 
hp Brahe, hcld that it was ummovale, 
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( eſpecially the two former; becaufe 
they ſaw the Sun riſe in one place, and 
ſer in another, as alſo their Houſes ſtand 
in the ſame place. to day, as they did 
yeſterday, they thought it an infallible 
rruth that the Sun danced about the 
Earth, whilſt that ſtood ſtill to receive 
its Salutation. In oppoſition to this Do- 
&rine there have riſen up ſeveral men, 


both Ancient and Modern, who have ]. 


afhirm'd the contrary ; it hath been dif- 

ured for above theſe 2zoo0o years. Thar 
the Globe of the Earth moved, was of 
old the apimon (if not of Orphens ) of 
Thales, Ariſtarchus, and Philolans the 
Pythagorean, and is maintain d by Coper- 
nicus, Kepler, Zongomontanns, Origa- 
nas, Fc. They held that the Sun, like the 


Heart of Man, is plac'd in the midſt of - 


the Body of the Untverſe, as the moiſt 
convenient fear to heat and animate the 
whole, and that the Earth mov'd abour 
it: For (fay they ) we do not place a 


Candle in the corner, but in the midſt of -- 


the Room, when we would have it give 
moſt hghr. Beſides, the circular morian 
of * the Planets round about the Sun, 
feems to argue that the Earth doth the 
fame, and the Sun ſtands fill. Further, 
it 1s more reaſonable to believe, that rhe 
Earth 
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ould go to ſeek what it wants, tha, 
that the Sun ſhould go to ſeek whar ir 
wants not : The Fire doth not turn be- 
fore the Roaſt-meat, bur the Roaſt-mear 
before the Fire. Again, tis urged, Ret 
and Immobility is a more noble condi- 
tion than Motion, wherefore more pro- 
per for the Sun a type and reſemblance 
of God. And then, they obſerv d, heavy 
things were kept up in the Air, only by 
virtue of motion, as a Stone mountcd? in 
the Air by a Sling ; and therefore, how 
do we know ( ſay they) bur that the 
Earth, like a Child's Humming-Top, may 
be kept up by its own motion, and the 
ſwiftneſs of that motion, like that of the 
Tops, might make ir ſeem immovablc. 
They who deny the motion of the Earth, 
muſt alſo deny it to hang in equzilebrio, 
which were an abſurdity. Laſtly, it may 
ſeem much more credible, that the Earth 
moves five Leagues in a minute , than 
that the eighth Sphere in the ſame time 
moves above fourty millions ; which it 
muſt do, if it be true that the extent of 
the Heavens be infinite : ſo that to have 
all the Heavens move round in tweaty 
four hours, were to meaſure an infinite by 
a finite, Z 

vs 


pred which hath need of light and heat; 
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| XIX. 
But t6 return to our Anima Mound! * : 
- | The dulleſt ſort of the Vulgar Pcople u- 
© | ſed this word Soxl, as we do that of 1a- 
t teria Prima, or the Philoſophers - Srome.; 
- | they thought it be ſome ſtrange excellent 
- | Thing, but had no particutar form'd No- 
tion thereof : And ſo did not conceive of 
being Alive in any thing, beſide their lt- 
ving "Body ; and as ſoon as that was in 
the Grave, Attum eſt, they wereat an end. 
To which effect Seneca ſpeaks, 


P oft mortem nihil eſt, ipſaque mers nthil, &e. 


\* 
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There were another ſort clean nt to 
them, as holding the Soul to be the Mar; 
conſidering it, as inhabiting this Tabernd-, 
cle of Clay, or cloath'd with this Mortal 
Body, which in_death they ſhed, as the. 
Stag doth his Horns, or the Snake her 
Hackle. I 
Sed magis ire foras, veſtemque relinquere ut Lucref. KG 
Anguis lib. 
G auaeret, prelonga ſexes ant cornua Cerow, 
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Whereupon the riore eaſie ſort advifed 
with their Heathen- Prieſts, to learn what 
kind of Renovation they ſhould have; when 
the time came, Which Prieſts aiming at, 
thei 6wn Os,” and to render themſelves 
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neceſſary, did ever invent ſome Tale agree- 
eble:to that purpoſe : As Yarro himſelf in- 


gcnuouſly confeſſes, That it is convenient, 
that the Vulgar ſhould be ignorant of many 
Things that are True, and believe others 
that arc Falſe. Quum veritatem qua libe- 


retur inquirat : credatur es expedire, quod 


fallitur. Nay, and Plato himſelf, in his 


Republick, acknowledges, That for the 
Benefit of Mankind, it is often neceſſary 
to deceive them: So as it ſeems, their 
Religion ſerv'd but as a Curb, where- 
withal to ride the Commonalty. From 


whence we may obſerve, that the Reli- 


Sion of Nature, when corrected only by 


a Temporal Intereſt, doth but like Arr- 
--10uy prepared and made Strrium, become 
.more Poiſonous by its Correction and 
. Preparation. . The Pſeudo-Fathers of their 


Church, being ſuch as brought Religion 
fo their Intereſt, and not Intereſt to their 
Religion; fulfilling that Verſe of the 
Poet's, | 


Atque ipſa utilitas juſts prope Mater, & 


KH. 


Neyertheleſs, there were others among 
them, who being more opinionated of 
their own Abilities, would not ſo cafily 


ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed "_ ; 
ut 
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but uſing their own Reaſon, conſulted Na- 


| ture upon that point; and in ſo doing, 
| rook into our more uſual way of ſearch< 


ing Knowledge, 4 Notiortbus ad Ignotio- 
ra: When finding their preſent Souls not 
to be kept in any ſeparate Immatertial 


| Eſtate, but all their Life long, to have 


been very agreeably lodged, and enter- 
tain'd in a bodily Subject, did conceive it 
probable, that they might in like manner 
be diſpoſed of here-after. 
XX. | 
Now this laſt fort of Men, as well in 
former Ages as at this day, are thovght to 
be the moſt numerous, and greatelt part 
of Mankind; that is, the People that be- 
tieve the Tranſmigration of Souls from one 
Body to another; which :is by fome re- 
ſtrain'd within the ſame Speczes, by others 
not :' The Soul of a Tyrant, they thought 
after his death would go into a Lyon, Ty- 
ger, or ſome other Beaſt of Prey; becauſe 
they equally thirſt after Blood : and by the 
ſame Reaſon, the Soul of a Poet, into a 
Graſhopper, 'who fings fill he ſtarves. 
Pythagoras writes of himſelf, That he was 
fart Emnphorbus, then Call:dus, then Herwo- 
timus, then Pyrrhbus; and lait of all, Py- 
thagoras, This Doctrine, as we may/learn 
2: 1 Wk. 5 ow 
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Foſeph.de from the Holy Scriptures, and Foſephuz, 
Bel. Jud. had taimed not only the Phariſees, but 
lid. 2-7. Fered himſelf, arid almoſt the whole Na- 
tion of the Jews; as appears, in that 
they held Ch7:ſt to have been Elzas, or one 
6f the anticnt Prophets. Nay, ſome of the 
Apoltles themſchves, (as St.Cyrit obſerves) 
In Greci were miſled by this Errour, as is evident 
Carera. by their Queſtion, touching the Man that 
was born blind; Maſter, Who did ſim, this 
Joh.g 2. an or his Parents? For, How could 
they conccive, that he could fin before he 
was born, unlcſs in ſome other Body,which 
his Soul aCtuatcd before jm another Life? 
But, what was more ſtrange, many of the 
Zews thought Chr:ij# to be St. Fohn Aap- 
74ſt, who had not then been dead full three 
Years. Sv as by this it may appear, that 
che Tranſmigration of a New Soul, was 
by them ſuppoſed to be, not only at the 
cime of ones Birth, but ſometimes in ones 
Lite alſo; and this Conceit pertiaps they 
might receive, from obſerving how ſtrange- 
ly Men are often- times changed, either for 
tetter or' worſe, both in Mind and Body, 

from whar they were before. 

X X1. 

This Progreſs of the Soul ſeem'd to ma- 
ny, to be better diſpoſed for Reward arid 


Puniſhment, -when not reſtrain'd intg/any 
one 
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one ſpecies, but of more free Diflolution, 
and more ſuitable to that variety where- 
in Nature delights, as better befitting, and 
+ | more approaching to its Infinity : And by 
this Liberty, they thought it often paſs'd 
+» | from a Man toa Beaſt, from thence to a 
) | Plant, and next to a Stone, if the Cirde 
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| wercin the Deſcendent: But iſ in the Aſ- 
£ cendent, then its Progreſs was from morc 
. groſs Subjects to more Spiritual ones ; 
f for, God is able of Stones, to raiſe up .Chil- 
. dren unto Abraham. They thought, that 
Lt in Nature there was no ſuch thing as 
? Qmes, the very hardeſt Stone in time moul- 
. dring into Duſt; only by a circular Mo- 
tion, from Rarefaction to Condenſation, 
and from Condenſation to RarcfaQtion a- 


: pain; as the Poet in theſe follwing Verſes 

. deſcribes it; | | 

c a : 
$ _ — —= Reſolutag, Telus ovid. % 

/ In ligquidas rarefcit aquas, tenuatur in auras, Met. lib "" 
ky Aerague Humor habet : dempto quoque pondere 19, 

o rurſus 2 | TX 

, In ſuperos aty tenuiſſimus emicat genes, 


Inge retro redeunt, idemque retexitur ordo, 
Tonis enim denſum ſpiſſmtus in atra tranſit, 
HTinc in aquas Tellus vglomerata cogttur unda. 


The courſe which Nature takes in Govern- 
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Cicero 
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Ocell.Luc, 


Nat Des 


nar Spiritual, and that the Fall of thoſe Evil 


rum caw- Angels, occaſion'd our Corporeal Creati- 


-fdy hath no Senſe without a Soul .z, ſo oy 
be 
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ing the World, is by Qne Contrary pre- 
vailing over another; Thus the Moiſture 
in. the Air prevails over-:the ;Drineſs of 
the: Fire, the Coldneſs of the Water over 
the Heat of the Air; the.Drineſs of the 
Earth over the Moſtly of the- Water; 
.and ſo the Moiſture of, the Water over the 
'Drineſs of che Earth, 'thg Heat of the 
Air: over; the Coldneſs-pf, the. Water; and 
the Drineſs of the Fire over the-Moiſture 


by 


- of the Air: And thus the: various Altera- 
"tions are made and produced out of one 


Extream into another, Alternative. 
$ OORORSE > "x © es 

The moſt Ingenious of. this Seft, (as if 
they had met with ſome blind Hint of the 


- Evil Angels, caſt out of [Heaven ) ſuppo- 
/* fed two Creations : The rſt to_ have been 


on.; | that fo there might be Bodies of di- 
vers. Tempers, and duration, in whom thoſe 
wicked Spirits (their Souls) ſhould' be, for 
exXxpiating their Guilt included, and accord- 
ing to. their Merits, .rendred ſenſible of 
more or leſs Pain and Griefz, whereof, in 
thejr Spiritual Condition,.\.not. cloath'd 
with Fleſh and Blood, -they were..unca- 
Pable, as they conceived : For, as the Bo- 
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out a Body : And this they grounded pp- 
on Erroneous Obſervations ; as ex. gy. If, 
fay they, you take out your Eye-balls, you 
have as much Soul in you as you had be- 
fore, but cannot ſee for want of thoſe Or- 
gans; and the Soul will be deveſted of all 
its other Powers in operating, as well as 
in that of ſeeing, when it wants its. Eye- 
balls. _ Which Errour proceeded from 
their not underſtanding of how much a Di- 
viner Nature and Power the Soul'is, than 


the' Body. 
=> XXIIT. 


Now, by Men of this vain Opinion, our 
Sublunary Orb was eſteem'd the only Hell ; 
they thinking this World more proper, and 
better proportion'd to the Offences and 
Capacities of the wicked Sou], in our paſ- 
fionate and momentary Condition, than 
the Tradition of everlaſting Tortments, for 
ating -thoſe Vices ' which their- Nature 
prompted them to': or,as a learned Gentle- 
man of our own Nation expreſſes it, for 
not being ſound, when we are created 
ſick. An Excuſe ſo unlikely to procure 
our Pardon with Ged, that it ſhould prove 
uneffeqval with one of us, if a Man that 
had robbed and wounded us, ſhould 
tell us,* He' was prompted thereunto by 
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his Nature or Inclinations. 
- I donot find by their Writings, that they 
believ'd evil atiovs ſo much to proceed 
from the Devil, as their own corrupt Na- 
__ | 
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And therefore many of them thought that 
the only evil Spirits which hurried men tg 
ryige, were their own paſſions, Love, Fear, 
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were denied Salvation. Bur this objeAion 
of theirs will be rendred vain, if we confi 
der the Devil-as God's Exccutioner, ha- 
ving, no power but from above. 

XX1IY. 

As for the aforementioned Doc- 
trine of Tranſmigration, it abounds much 
at this day in China and both the Indies, e- 
ſpecially the Eaft, where the great ſwarms 
of Mankind live; beſides vaſt numberg.in 
America and Africa. As for the Mahome- 
cans, (who are no ſmall part of Mankind) 
although they have a Religion, ſo craftily 
fitted to vulgar capacities, as*tis thought 
to be. the moſt politick, and likely to 
ſpread and laſt, that eyer was inyented; 
Yeteven among them they have a Set or 
Herehie exceeding numerous, call'd by the 
Arabians Altenaſack, which lignifies thoſe 
that hold Tran/mmgration of Souls ; and the 
whole Mahometax Superſtition, (although 
it gives not the Sou] anew Body in this life) 

lows departed Souls new -56 ch freſh 
bo uſty, in the life to come, without which 
it could not enjoy their ſenſual Paradiſe, 
which the Alchoran promiſes them. Bur 
it till cenſures thoſe of the Alrenaſack, for 
Hereticks, chiefly. becauſe they can't bee 
lieve the. everlaſting and mercileſs Hell, 
cſteeming it a thing that would rob God gy 
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which they hold 
were not infinite (as all his Attributes'muſt 
be) if in no meaſure jt extended to' the 
molt wicked and wretched Creatures. Not 
conſidering how ſhort ſoever a mans life is, 
it matters not, for he hath an offer made 
him, either of eternal happineſs or miſery, 
and he might chuſe either which he'plea+ 
fes: Nor is Eternal miſery more difpro- 
rtionable to a vicious life, than Eternal 
appineſs to a vertuous, ſo that he plays 
bur'upon the ſquare either way. 
+ "Now amongſt thofe Heathens there were 
a third ſort of men,*whoſe fancy fas they 
themſelves thought) was of very obvious 
expericnce, but: ſeem'd to be tified ahd 
ſuppreſſed, as neither ſyiting to the with- 
es of men, nor conducive to the governing 
of them: And theſe are thoſe whichrcon- 
ceiv*d a man to be neither Soul nor Body, 
but only the Reſult of their ConjunCion, 
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which vaniſhing, he was for ever uncon- 
rern'd and loft.” Becavfe that which in its 
beſt eftate was eſteem'd but a ſhadow vpon 
Earth, they Notary ſuppoſed, muſt on 
the parting of the Body, whoſe ſhadow it 
was, be for ever loſt. Yes, and as 1 
ſhew'd before out of Lucyetsus, they held 
Foo if the fame Body could return upon 

irth again, . and be reunited to it, that 
— ee a might 
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might conſtitute a new man, but of no con- 
cern to the former ; no more than my ſha- 
dow which I hal "have next year, will 
be to 1 years ſhadow, although 
I have the fame body next year, as [ 
have this. And* this Chimera of theirs is 
by one of their own Writers compar'd to 
Clouds gathering together, under: the re- 
preſentation of various ſhapes, as' of a 
Caſtle, Gyant, Mountain, or the like : In 
which appearances they often produce 
"real effects, as Thunder, Lightning, Winds, 
Rain, &c. till by their ſeparation the Gy- 
ant, Caſtle or Mountain vaniſh; as allo 
| the real effe&ts ſoon paſs away, but till 
" the ſame Clouds remain, though in new 
. Conjecures and Ap earances: which vain 
_ opinion is: expreſs'd in theſe verſes. | 


As Clouds in ſhape of Men diſpers'd by Wind, 
The Mor 1; 7 leave Cid babird, 
So's Man of Soul and Body made im one, 
Which ſever'd, each have Being, bat he none. 

'' Pure Natures mix, aid part ih wh decay, 

_ Put what framthem reſults,quite fades away. 

-, Thus in [ad earneſt, 'rrue thiold Proverbs found, 

'. man betwixt two Stools doth fall to 
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only-recite that ingenious Argument which 
; Tertulian long fince us'd upon the ſame oc. 
_cafion. * O man that makelt this objeQion 
; ®ro me, think what thou waſt before crez- 
\*red 5; thou waſt nothing, for if any thing 
.* thou could(t not but remember it. Thou 
© then that waſt nothing before. thy Creati- 
.© on, and when ceaſeſt to live ſhalt return 
, * to nothing, why canſt thou not once again 
© be brought out of nothing, by the will 
_ ©of the ſame Creator, who at firſt created 
_*thee of nothing ? Will: there come any 
. *new thing anto thee, ſeeing he made ho 
© difficulty to create thee what thou waſt 
. *not? thon oughteſt nqt to ſuſpeRt, but that 
; he can as calily re-make thes what thou 
© wal}. We ſee every day, the light after 
©it hath loſt its darkneſs, reafſumes it ; the 
© Stars loſe their light; and recover it again: 
Time begins at the ſame term. ic finiſhed : 
© Fruits drop off from the Trees, and yet 
©*come again in their ſeaſon : :The Corn af- 
*ter its beard is grown long with age, falls 
*to the ground and corrupts,. but it wants 

*not its ReſurreCtion ;. therefore wh 
. * ſhould we think, that Man ſhould be leſs 
© worthy of another life, then any of tleſe 
* things which are made but for his ſervice? 
Although: we cannot - Mathematically de- 
_monltrate the ſame,any more then they - 
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the contrary, yet the belief of the Reſur- 

reion, is | am ſure more for the Honour 

of God, and my _ happineſs of Mar. 
XVI 


Now theſe kind of Heatheniſh Souls, 
ſeem toa Airy to raiſe any foundation 
whereon co build the- Principles of Vertue, 
or Moral honeſty. One Motive which id- 
duc'd them to believe mens Souls to be fuch 

haatomes, was. their obſerving men to 

e ſo much delighted,and obſtinately taken 
with the- Fictions and fantaſtical Inventions 
of Poctry and Superſtition : which have nei- 
ther truth, or ſo much as pollibility in them, 
and therefore no fit food for any thing that 
hatha real Being, but their wakirig Dreams 
arc far from deſerving credit upon this pre- 
tence, unleſs that be a ſufficient Reaſon, 
which an ancient Writer delivers in theſe 
words, Credibile quia Impoſſibile, accordinip 
to that old ſaying, Quant abſurdzus, tants 


anelins. | EY 
XXVII. 
. Epicurus perceiving the number of Senſy- 
al men, to exceed by far that of the mare 
Spiritual, kid the foundation of his Sect th 
ſenſual Pleaſures, and held a Corporeal 
Soul the better to fit it for thoſe Corpoteal 
Pleaſures; and then to ſecure this Anzmia 2- 
gainlt thoſe ſevere after-reckoniugs, *the 
 L * * © _  apprehenifions 


Anima Mund.. 


- TT AS - _ PRION 02-a2 ” «3 2s Sag ” _ I IDE AD 24% . 4 
. 4 . © Batt —_ x <0 SPP nr As be EEE 5, : 9-7 15-3 G . Y : SEES ata otros T2, |. IO 7 
DT, I OE EA. LOT We ike SA - ts a ENS : : WEE < F 0 = 
DEI DoS ERR BE os a 3 Wee ba7 7 
Rs RE TORE WE Oe OO IRENE ; 24 
Y +:>rÞ SINE IS $0» "I GR Sod Hoon nu 
a « [2 » 
5 . < Re \ 
= P 2» 


apprehenſions whereof he perceived God 
and Nature had implanted in the hearts of 
all men, he gave it a Quzeta eſt, by preten- 
ding that the Soul is extinct in death, or at 
feaſt to vaniſh into an eternal inſenſibility,as 
unconcern'd as if it had never been. The fi- 
ner ſort of wits, unwilfing to fall fo low, 
could not admit of this toral mortality of 
the Soul, however they were ſo weak as to 
acknowledge, that his Reafons ſeem'd very 
powerful toaſſertit. As firſt, to behold the 

oul in its Infancy very weak,” and then by 
Tees with the Body to grow daily more 
more vigorous, till it arrives to its per- 
fetion, from which eſtate together with the 
Body it declined, till the decrepitude of the 
one, and dotage of the other, made it feem 
to them probable, that they ſhould both 
likewiſe periſh together. 


> 


de 
an 


| Gigs pariter cum Ccoypore & un 
Creſcere ſentimu,pariterq; ſeneſcere mentem, 


As alſo that the many abominable paſſions 


of-mans Soul, ſeem'd tobe its diſcaſes, and 


to argue its mortality, as plainly as bodily 
diſcaſcsdo that of the Body : and that the 


imputing them only to the iraſcible or con- 


-cupiſcible parts, thereby hoping to kegp the 
rational part ſafe, 'was, ſay they, wt 


uld 


Anima Mundi. 
ſhould fancy.that an Ulcer in the Heart ot 
Liver,could not by conſequence deſtroy the 
Braia,' : 

— Alentem ſanars Corpks ut agrum tld. 
Cernimus, & flets medicina poſſe videmns, 


Moreover, that in old age men felt their 
minds oppreſs'd with cares, to faint into a 
kind of deſpondency, and as fit for a Grave, 
as one that is tired witha long and weari- 
ſom Journey, is fora Bed: and evenin its 
ſtrongeſt eſtate, a Fever, Apoplexy, or little 
bite. a of mad Dog, deſtroys all its moſt 
glorified, ſcientifical faculties. . 


——Corpoream naturam animi eſſe neceſſe eſt, Lucret: 
Corporers quoniam telis, iuque laborat, 1+ 3- 


The laſt Argument they held, was as vain as 
any of the reſt, viz. They could not appre- 
hend how two things of ſo different natures 
as mortality and immortality,Body &Soul, 
ſhould mixand affociate together ſo long. 


Quippe etenim mortale.aterns jungere & una lbid. 
Conſentire putare, & fungs 'mutua poſſe, 
Deſipereeſt, QC, — 


.By theſe and fuch like ſymptoms, they fof- 
pected 
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Qed. the Soul to be of a mortal copditio 
lthoazh of a Divine off: ſpring : os as a 
the Scige of Troy, Sarpedon Fupiter's own 
Son was knock'd on ” head, as well as the 
ordinary Tro4ans;lo they ignorantly thought 
the Soul crhooud of a Divine: extraction 
then the corporcal parts) might in ſuch baſe 
company be cruſl'd, —— Simul evo frſſe 
faſter. ut theſe and the reſt of their Argu- 
ments are ſoon anſwered, in laying all the 
fault 0n the corporeal Organs, which being 
by Age or othec diſorders made to fail,cauſ- 
d a proportionabte failing in the faculties. 
Wheretpon they conjeAur'd,that in a total 
failing of the Organs, occaſion*d by death, 
there muſt confequently follow an equal 
failing, as they thought, of the faculties ; 
a9 it fares with a Wah, which if it hap- 
pens by fall or other accidents, to have a 
Wheel broken, however the Spring remain 
intite, yet it becomes. uſcleſs, and the Mo- 
tions ceaſe, Theſe were the moft plavſibfe 
Arguments for their vain Opinion of the 
Souls mortality, which deſerve rather the 
name of blind ConjeQures, then convitl- 


cing. Arguments. 
EE 
The Nature of the Soul is ſo obfcure, that 
the moſt diſcerning Philoſophy could dt. 
tell what to! make of it, ſorae holdingit s 
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te Fire, others Water; ſome one thing, 
ſome another : and if they were ſo divided, 
in the Nature of the Soul. how much more 
uncapable were they to judge of the Sauls 
; future eſtate ? Eraſowws concerning the Im+ 
mortality of the Soul, ſaith, Hoc mw per» 
] 


ſuaſit non humans Ratio ſed Fidts. Howe«. 
ver, I think there may be much more ſaid 
for the Immortality of the Soul, than can be 
urged againſt it, There is not any opinion 
| in the-World, hath been more geaerally rc-, 
ceiv'd in the hearts of men, than this of. the | 
Souls future eſtate : and how ſhould it have 
been ſo long rooted in_ our minds, were 
| there nothing of truth in it ? Nature which | 
| makes nothing in vain, hath implanted .in 
Man a defire of Immortality, which defire. 
| is vain if he be nor' capable of it. Nothing 
is corrupted but by its contrary, and there-. 
| fore that which hath no. contrary (as the 
Soul) muit be free from corruption. . The 
Harmony of the World,” which permits not. 
things to paſs from'gne extreme to another, 
withour fome mean, requires, that as there: 
are pure Spirits and-Intelligences, which are, 
immortal,. and Subſtances. corporeal and 
mortal; ſo. there is a middle nature_ be- 
tween theſe two, ar, calld by the Platos 
»;/ts on this account, the Horizon of the U-, 
niverſe,' becauſe he ſerves for a link and, 
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medinm to unite the Hemiſphere of the In- 
relletual Nature, . with the inferiour He- 
miſphere; of the Corporeal Nature, - Alfo 
fince the Soul can know all ſorts of Bodies, 
it muſt be conf:quently exempt from all 
corporeal Entity. As'the Tongue to judge 
aright of ſapours, muſt it ſelf have none; 
the ſame may be ſaid of the eye, todiſcern 
well of colours. To ſay that the Soul is 
mortal, becauſe it afts only by the help of 
ts Organs, were. to draw a concluſion from 
an uncertainty, it being never yet prov'd, 
thar:the Soul cann't act of it ſelf withour 
its Organs. The Law of all Nations is the : 
Law of Naturc, and the. belief of the Souls 
Immortality is a dittate of it + But the op- 
poſers are as rare as. Earth-quakes, which 
(if there. were no otner Reaſons). would be 
a-miferable Argument to prove the motion 
of the Earth. Remorſe of Conſcience, and 
Gods Juſtice nor puniſhing all fins in this 
life, preſuppoſes another, Pomporratins un- 
derpretencc of defendingithe Souls Immor- 
taliry. hath fought againſtit': and profeſſing 
himſelf a Perzparerick;n hath in this particu- 
lar embraced the ſentiment of Epicurus, ſay-: 
ing, that although the Soulof. man ſhould 
be mortal, -yet Vertue would ſufficiently: 
recompence it ſelf, thereby defigningtoren- 
der the belicf of rhe Immortality of _ 
- | 9oU 
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Soul unneceſſary. But ſuppoltng this to be 
true of Vertue, yet woult it not De equally 
true of Vice. that tiey which addict them- 
ſelves thereunto, are ſuthciently puniſhed 
by doing fo. Nor was there ever yet ſuch a 
Law-giver heard of, that eſtabliſhed a con- 
ititution to punith a man for Robbery, by 


forcing him co commit Adultery. Cyz45 on 1 
his dearh bed declared to his two Sons.that :: 


he could never believe, that ric Soul all 


the while it1s: oat din this mortal Body, 


ſhould live, and afterwards die and be 
ſenſcleſs. but rather aicer death the Soul is 
moſt wife. An cxccyent ſpeech,and worthy 
of himſelf. [f in the behalf of this Article.mv 
Arguments prove not ſo effectual as ar fir{t 
I defign'd them;my excuſe may be the ſame 
as P/zto made for himſelf upon the like 
occaſion, w3z. *tis ſufficient if any ſpea's 
but probably: in ſo d difficult a ſubject. 
RXIX. 

There is an ancient Maxim im Philoſo- 
phy, viz. Nihil eſt in Jntellifty, quod non 
prius fult m Senju, All our knowledge 
ariſes out . of the Experjence which 
our Senſes give us: and thercfore a 
man ” born. throughly deaf, can have no 
apprehenſion of Muſick. + But the Soul is 
of a ſpiritual nature; 'and ſo in it felf ut- 
ootly: impercepiidle by - our ſenſes ; - 
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Soul ir ſelf alone, can refledt on its own 
acts and conceptions. *lis fndeed very 
unſate, any farther than it can be made ap- 
pear we are guided by the clue of Divine 
Revelation, to gueſs and diſcourſe over- 
boldly concerning the nature of the Soul, 
or peremptorily to determine of its future 
condition : Whercin among all the Anci- 
ents, Pry hath been eſteemed the moſt 
cautious, who to dire our Prognoſttcati- 
on therein, calls us back to obſerve the 
t:me paſt, and from thence to conjecture, 
what will become of us hereafter : Ac- 
eording to that of the Trag-xdian, Q:re-:5 
qu2 jaceas poſt cbitum loco ? Quo non nata 
peeent. AS if rhe wheel went rather round, 
than forward. As Seneca th2 Philoſopher, 
who blindly ſurmis'd the Doctrine of fu- 
ture foys to be magis optantinm, quan do- 
cc7:z/a 5 and by the ſame reaſon, the 
Te:rours of the Infernal Like to be mags 
Fint:niianr, quam probantium, But every 
man's Conſcicnce tells him' another tale, 
& ſurdo verbere cedit, objcRing: the ter- 
rour of a Judgment t5 come, 
XXX. 

Yet foras much as in all Ages there were 
ſound ſome Monſters of Men; who having 
no ſenſe of Divine Goodneſs, or Natural 
Ju tige, would confound all Humane So- 
Ccicry, 


Anima Munal. 


ciety, as not having in themſe]ves any re- 
ſtraint, either from Nature or Religion. 
For ſuch the Heathen Law-givers did 
wiſely provide a P/ato, a Whip and a Gal- 
lows; of all which the Gallows prov'd molt 
effcRual on thoſe that were debauched, be- 
yond all fear of puniſhment hereaſter, ſo 
they could but eſcape in this life. And 
even among us, where the Light of the 
Goſpel ſhines ſo bright, and where there is 
ſuch excellent Preaching, a man tnat fre- 
quents the Seſſions-houſe, will ſoon hnd 
how great a ſhare of our preſcrvation we 
owe to the Publick Executioner, 
XXKXl, 

The Heathen Philoſophers (as I ſhew?d 
you) were much divided in their Opinions 
concerning the Souls future eſtate, ſome 
held it mortal, others immortal, Of 
thofe that held the mortality of the Soul, 
the Epicxreans were the chief Sect, who 
notwithſtanding their impious Doctrines, 
yet ſome of their lives were vertuous. 
Cardan had ſopgreat a value for their Mo- 
ral ations, that he appear'd in Juſtifica- 
tion of them. © [t appears (ſays he) by 
*the Writings of Cicero and Diogenes La- 
© ertius, that the Epicureans did more rC- 
*ligiouſly obſerve Laws, Piety, and Fide- 
*lity among men, than either the Sroicks 

| F 3 or 
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* or Platoniſts : and | ſuppoſe the cauſe 
© thereof was, that (as Galer tells us) a 
© man is either good or evil by cultom, but 
* none confideth in thoſe, that do not pro- 
©fels ſanctity of life, Wherefore they 
©were compelled ro uſe greater Fidelity, 
* thereby the better to jultite their pro- 
© icliions from which reaſon it likewiſe 
* procceds, that at this Cay tex co equal- 
©lize the fulelity of Uſurers, notwith- 
* ltanding they are molt baſe in the reſt 
*of tlicir life. Alſo - among - the, 7ews, 
* whilit the Phariſces that corfels'd the 
*RelurreGiion, and the Immortality of 
*the Soul, frequently perſecuted Chriſt - 
*the. Szdaurces who denyed the: Refur- 
* xection, Angels and Spirits, meddled not 
*with him above oncc or twice, and that 
* very gently. too, Thus if- you compare 
*the Lowes of Pizry and Screen, (I do not 
*mcat their, Writings) you ſhall find P!:- 
"-y with his. mortality of the. Soul, did 
*as far exceed Seneca in honclty of: man» 
*NEFS, 2% Scaxita EXCS him 16 Religious 
* diſcourſe, * The Epreareans obſerv'd ho- 
* nelly above others, and in their con- 
* verſation were ulvaliy found inoffenſive 
* and vertvous, and for that regſon were 
often. .cmploy'd. by the Romans, when 
© they. could perſwade them to - ac- 
| ©cept. 
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© cept of great Employs; for their' fault 
© was not any. want of ability or hanethy, 
©but their general dclire of leading: a 
©private life, eaſie and free from trouz- 
* ble, although inglorious. For wheze 
©Immortality- is not own'd, there can'be 
©no ambition of poſthumous Glory;: fuch 
as Excited Tyrants to commit thoſe fol- 
Clies, which the Poet derides in theſe two 
lines : s | | 


—— Idemens & ſevas curre per Alpes F.vn. 
Ut pueris placeas, & declamatio fias, © S*: 


© Now ſuch-as theſe were none of the'E- 
© picureans, but they inſtead of thoſe bloody 
© Scenes of Gallaniry, undertook to man- 
cage carcfully - the Inheritances; of -Qr-. 
© phans; breeding-up at their owricharge: 
© the Children»of their deceaſed--Friends, 
*and were counted good men, unlefs..it- 
© were it «point of-: Religious worſhip: 
* For they conſtantly afirm'd therei were: . 
*no = baggy leaſt fuch as contend | 
*not themſelves with humane affairs, ac» * 
*cordings to that of the Poet, * | 


- Wm 


Nee bene promeritis' capitur nec tangithr ira. Lucrct. 


©Neither (as he gors on.) doth the hopes 
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£ of Immortality conduce to Fortiude, ag 
*fome vainly ſuggeſt, for Brutus was not 
« valianter then Caſſins, and if we will con- 
© feſs the truth, the deeds of Brutus were 
© more cruel then thoſe of Caſſius : For he 
* uſed the Rhodrans that were his Encmies 
*far more kindly, then Br«tzs did thoſe 
© amicable Cities which he govern'd. In 
©a word, though they both Had 'a hand 
<©in Ceſar's murder, yet Brutus was the 
< only Parricide, So that the Srorcks which 
© believ'd a Providence, liv'd as if there 
© were none, whereas the Epicureans who 
©denyed it, liv'd as if there were. This þ 

. is that'which Carda# urpes (perhaps with 
- an impious intent) in favour of the Eps- 
eareans, Which is not at all convincing, 
nor will it ſerve to wipe' off the deſerved 
reproach caſt upon them. 
Epicurean Philoſophy like Gaming, even 
with the greateſt Art and 
but a rational kind of mad- 
one in. neſs. 'Beſides, however there might have 
been found ſome few good men of all 
Setts, how abſurd ſoever, yet that muſt 
not go for q tuled caſe that the 'SeR'is 
. That Opinion which conduces moſt 
to the (good of Mankind, is to be incou- 
raged, If theſe led ſuch vertuous lives, 
ſcurity of 
Paganiſm 
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Paganiſm and a wrong perſwafion, how 
much more eminent would they have 
been, had they been guided by a true 
Light ? Befides, all Hiſtorians agree not 
that Seneca was fo vicious, and "Eps 
himſelf fo vertuous, neither Dion nor Le- 
ertius being altogether infallible. . 
Gann 

The next Sec to the Epicarears in point 
of incredulity concerning the Soul, ] con- 
ceive to be the Scepricks, who were by 
ſome eſteemed not only the modeſteſt, but 
the moſt perſpicaciovs of all Sets. They 


AY neither affirm'd nor denyed any thing, 
Hhut doubted of all things; Omnia in rebus pea. wah, 


C anis dubia, ancerta, ſuſpenſa; MEFS 0a 
nie veriſimilia, quam ver. ow t e 
all our knowledge ſcem'd rather like truth, 
then to be really true, and that for ſuch like 
reaſons as theſe, ns 
1. They denied any knowledge of the 
Divine Nature, becauſe, ſay , to 
know adequately is to comprehend, and 
to comprehend is to contain, and the thing 
contain'd mult be lefs than that which con-' 
tains it; to know inadequately, is not 
to know. | 
© 2. From the uncertainty of the Senſes, 
as ex. gr, our Eyes repreſent things at a 
diſtance to be Jeſs than really they are: A 
"OS ſtraight 


Sir W. 
Raleigh 
onr of 
$ext., 


Emp. 


crooked; the Moon to be no, bigger than 
a Ciceſc; the Sun greater at Riſing and 
Setting, than at Noon : The Shore ſeems 
fo move, and the Ship to itand ill ; 
ſquare things to be round at dittance z 
an erect Pillar, to be leſs at. the top. 
Neither do we know (ay they} whether 
objects are really ſo as our cyes repreſent 
them to us; for the ſame rning. which aps 

cars white to us, ſcems yellow to him 
that hath the Jaundies, and red toa Crea-» 
ture. that hath red eyes, alſo if, aman rubs 
his.eves, the figure which he betiolds ſeems 
long .or narrow : and:;therefore:it is not 


improbable, but that Goats, Cats, and 0- 


ther Creatures, which have long. pupils of 
the 'cye, may alſo think thoſe things long 
which ,yc. call round :: For: as Glaſles re- 
preſent the object: variouſly according to 
their ſhape, ſo it may be with our;eyes : 
And ſo. the ſenſe of , Hearing deceives : 
Fhys the Eccho or Trumpet ſounded in a 
Valley, makes the ſound ſeem before us, 
When it. is. behind us. Beſides, how: can 
we think that an Ear, which hath a narrow - 
pallage, can receive the ſame ſound with 
that which hath a wide. one ?: Qr the Ear 
whoſe infide- is full of- hair, to hear the 
{ame with aſmooth Ear? oC 
| | et 


. * ® 
ſtraight ſick, in the water ſcems to be 
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cheth us, that if we ſtop, or half ſtop our 
Ears, Pe found comet! nox in the ſame 
nianner, as when the Ears. are open. Nor 
is the Smelling, Taſt or Touch leis ſubje&& 
to miſtake: For the ſame ſcents pleaſe ſome, 
and 9iſpleaſe others ;. and ſq in our Taſts, 
to, a rough and dry tongue that very thing 
ſeems bitter, (as in an Ague) which to 
the moiſt tongue ſeems otherwiſe; and ſo 
is it in other Creatures. The like is true 
of the Touch : For it were abſurd to think, 
that. thoſe Creatures which are covered 
With Shels, Scalcs, or Hairs, ſhould have 
the ſame ſenſe in touching with thoſe that 
are ſmooth. Thus one and the ſame ob- 
ject-is diverſly judged of, according to the 
various qualities of the Inſtruments of 
venſe, which - conveyeth it to the Imagi- 
nation 3 from all which the Sceprick con- 
cludes, that what theſe things are in their 
own nature, whether red, white, bitter or 
ſweet, he cannot. tell : for, ſays he, why 
ſhould I prefer my own conceit in affirming 
the nature of things. to. be. thus, or thus, 
becauſe it ſeemeth- ſo tome? whenother 
living Creatures perhaps think it-other- 
wiſe. But the greateſt fallacy is.in the 0- 
peration of-our inward ſenſes : for the fag- 
cy ſometime is. perſwaded, thar it hears 
and ſees what it doth not ; and 'our Reg- 
| ſoning 
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foning is ſo weak, that in many diſcipline 
ſcarce one demonſtration is found, though 
this alone produces Science, Wherefore 
ic was Democritus his opinion, that Truth 
is hidden in a Well, that ſhe may not be 
found by men. Now although this DoR- 
rine is very inconſiſtent with the light 
of Chriſtianity, yet I could with Adam 
had bcen of this perſwaſion, for then he 
would not have mortgaged his Poſterity 
as he did, for the purchaſe of a Twilight _ 

Knowledge. Now from theſe ſiniſter ob- 
ſervations it was, that they eſteemed all 
' our Scicnces to be but Conjectures, and 

our Knowledge but Opinion. Whereup- 
on doubting the ſufficiency of humane Rea. 
ſon, they would not venture to affirm ar 
deny any thing of the Souls future ſtate, 
but civilly and query pave way to the 
Doctrines, & Ordinances under which they 
lived, without raifing or eſpouſing any new 
Opinions. And in thoſe timesall the great 
Innovations and Embroiſments among 
men, were ſet up by the Sroicks and Pla- 
comiſts, who were highly poſſeſsd with 
the defire of Immortality and Glory. 
Which thing being obſerved, did great 
violence in thoſe days to the belief of 
the Souls Immortality, making men the 
leſs willing te cenfure thoſe for OR 
| who 
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who doubted or denyed it, but fociably 
to admit them into buſineſs, and Troſts 
of the highelt importance. The Chzneſes 
have a Religious Sect calPd the Nance- 
lines, who preach up publickly the Souls 
Morcality. Alſo at this day in the Eaft- 
Inaies, (where the greateſt ſwarms of 
Man-kind live, and thoſe of many Sects 
. and Religions,) it is found by our Mer- 
chants trading thither, that not only the 
far greateſt number are of thoſe which 
believe no other rewards or puniſhmeats 
for the Soul, except what it ſhall after 
death meet with, in a new Bedy upon 
Earth; but alſo they find by Commerce 
with them, that they are the moſt emi- 
nently remarkable for their honeſty, a- 
bove any of the other Sets, From 
whence Poftellus obſerves, that few men 
can debauch Nature in themſclves to ſuch 
a degree, as to commit all the wicked- 
neſs they were capable of, notwithſtand- 
ing they believ'd no reward or puniſhment 
hereafter : For, ſays he, you mutt either 
acknowledge Superſtitions unneceſſary, or 
elſe defile your own Natures, and con- 
feſs.men to be worſe then Bealts, who» 
can live without thoſe terrours, and yet 
not devour one another unleſs in caſes 
of neceſſity. Os 

XXX. 
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Thus if you ſeriouſly recolle the Hea- 
then Opinions concerning the Souls eftate 
after death, we thall find that the mo{Fin- 
quiſitive among them, had but a ſlender 
conceit of 'the Souls eternal condition, or 
at beit they thought (as Bermer ſays 
the Inhabitants of 724»/?a;: believe,) that jt 
would mix with the Soul of the World 
aSain : lice Waiter raken our of the O- 
cean'in a Bottle, and ſwims therein for a 
while, till by ſome accidenr or other be- 
ing broke, it returns back to the Sea from 
wh-nce it was taken; or elfe paſſing from 
one Body ro another, and then in either 
cafe, its condition, whether good or bad, 
would be of no concern to its former Ow. 
ner. Which made Semeca ſo little value 
'his future ſtate, as to ſpeak of it with a 

uid mbi cure evit Transfuga ? So that up- 
on what 1 can find, they 1oo%'d upon Min 
to be made "1p of Soul and Body together; 
not Body without Soul, nor Soul without 
Body, but Man to be rhe Reſult of both, 
viz. Sonl and Body. With whom (ac- 
cording to their vain Opinion) it fares 
"afrer dearh, as with a Parlament after 
- Diffolution, which being made up'of three | 
"Eftates, Lords Spiritual, Lords Temporal, 
and Commons, remain a Parliament wn 
tne 


the King pleaſes to grant them his Fzar + 
But whenthe King gives his word to: Diſ- 
ſolve it, the three Eſtates remain till, but 
the Parliament is gone. And thus the 

held Man to be the Reſult of Soul and Bo- 
dy, till God pleaſes to command his dif 
ſolution, afrer which the Soul and Body 
remain in a ſcparate Being, only:that the 


Mai as well as the Parliament is loſt inthe 


Diſſolution. And to proceed further with 
this compariſon, as the Parliament repre- 
fents the Kingdom, of which they are a 
finaller part, ſo did the Heathens believe 
that an in ſome kind repreſents the Al- 
mighty, of whom he is 2 portion, So ay 
by this we may ſee the effe&t of all their 
impious Tenents, concerning the Souls fu- 
ture eſtate, was, that Man is but a Paſ- 
fenger in this life, and the World his Ime, 
till ſickneſs brings up the Reckoning, 
and Death comes in with an Af 5s 
paid. | 


"XX X1V, 


Theſe were the moſt conſiderable 'O: 
pinions of the Heathen Philoſophers; yer .. 
for as muchas there was. never any Sect 
but had ſome defeR either in Theory or 
Practice: Some have thought it beſt not 
to 
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to eſpouſe any, but to imitate the Bee? 
and to gather what is good out of cach' 
Which was the way of Potamon of Alex: 
endris, who (as Diogenes Laertins Ie- 
cords) founded a Sect called Eled&ve, 
which allow'd every one to chuſe what 
was beft in all Philoſophics. When 1 ſe- 
riouſly reftet upon many of theſe groſs 
erroneous Tenents, recited m this dif- 
courſe, I cannot but acknowledge with 
Cicero, That there is no Doctrine, how 
abfurd and fooliſh focver, which hath not 
had fanre Philoſopher for irs Champion z 
not that I have ſo mean an opinion of 
Philoſophy ir ſelf, (which is indeed the 
truc knowledge of cauſes and ceftects,)eſpe- 
cially the Moral part.of it, as to belicve 
it altogether unneceffary in the Govern- 
ment of Mankind: Some there be that have 
damn'd all other Philoſophers for Epic#- 
rss his ſake, as thinking; them no Friends 
to Religion. Burt ſuch perſons do ad par 
c« reſpicere, and thereſorc judge according- 
ly : For though a law'ul acquaintance with 
Events and Phenomena that appcar on this 
Theatte of the World, would confribute 
[«:r.1ib. Much to free mens minds from the ſervitude 
1. props Of Superſtition, Aris Religionum animos no- 
fin. des exſolvere; yet it Would breed a ſober 
| and' 
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and amiable belicf” of the Deity, : as it did. in .: 
the Pythagoreans, Platoniſts, and other.Sedts, 
of Philoſophers, if we may take. their own 
word for it. He is a ſuperficial Philoſopher . 
who nc to | mas x a Vp agnt | 
$ to this purpoſe : Phil y and 
aſc like two wheels in a Watch, 
though they move contrary, yet are. both 
canducive to the regular motion and govern- 
ment of Mankind. 
RXAXRNV., 
Now to all theſe various Opinions, there 
have been oppoſed various Objcdions : As 
firſt, It the Soul be a portion of the Divine 
Spirit, inſeparable from that its Original, and 
acted thereby, men would then indulge 
themſelves, by thinking all the Evil they 
committed would: go upon Gods Score, ra- 
ther than .their own : Er mallent emendare 
Dexm, quam ſeipſos : That all Induſtry were 
diſcourag'd, ail blame or praiſe taken away. 
Therefore Tally calls this Ignava Ratio: Who 
blames the Sword for a murder, and not the 
hand that imployes it ? Nay, in Creatures 
{nlible, if a Lion or a Serpent kills a-man, 
they. but a& according to their Natures. To 
all which their uſual Anſwer was, by a con- 
[tant allowing unto the Soul of Man a free- 
dom of Will, not £m rcaan" 
it's 


83? 


Anima" Mya" 
its'bwyn Condutt 3- Wherefore then are Taid* 
to be terripted mto vicious coutſes, but not 
dtapg'd' or compelF'd; And beſides this frees 
dom, Natirre ( Fink the Philoſopher )' hath 
inipanted: in - the heart of Trah, before he 
debructes Kimſalf by evil cuftorns, a harmleſs 
ard kind diſpoſition; not willing'tb deſtroy 
or hwrt- other men; unleſs it be upon an ab- 
lute Neceſſity, for: his own Preſervation: 
and then, when enforced by ſuch Neceffity, 
though he chooſe to- 46 it; as of two evils 
the leaſt; yet he cannot 1G it withotit regret, 
willefs by evil Cenverſe he hath poiſon'd that 
wmbred - Goodneſs which he brought with 
Bis ihto the 'World. "And upori ſuch, one 
fizy obſerve the Juſtice of Divine Venge- 
Ince 3 the coiirſes theſe vitiated Spirits take, 
end if\'Poverty, or ſome other 'tmiſery, and 
{> brings" whem cithcr to a' Priſon, Hoſpital, 
6t&-Gallows'#t home; or ietfe to be ſlain in 
a' Foxcipn War, wherein they ought not to 
have concern'd\ themſalves.” "And thus we 
fe Prihiſhmcnt was ever judg?d due to all 
free Agents, for- depraving of their Natural 
Fempcrs,'fo true is that faying, When Man 
4oſt his Innocence, he loſt his Happineſs and 
that of the. Poet'is no Jeſs, 5? 
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Yirpbr Minh: v5 
&o that” ethis; whb according to their hit 
ral 'Goddneſs led" harcnite(s' mr RES 
Lives, enjoy'd a ſee” altrineſs f tinh>, 
free from” th6ſe Terrours which daily tor- 
ment rapdcions meh.; whereby,” (ay, they, , it 
appeats, that adjrting theit Teritiit of the 
Souls mortality were true, though nothing is 
leſs ſo, yet this were enough to deter men 
from Itmpieties; 1 tnean the Puniſhtnent that 
; | attends the Wicked, 'and reward of the Good 
S | even in this life, unleſs. obſtruRed* by theik 
» | own folly. But of this I have ſpokch' bes 
t fore; F337 6 | : . | : LD S 
h Os Cenagy® (0 2254 1429 
c Another bbjetivh wherewith the Phitoſo- 
E hers were mach petplex'd, (45 indeed they 
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- d reaſon to be) was their Want of: Aﬀſu- 
d | trance that the Soul lbould mcer with: futute 
l, bas ooo pi Withal, how then iti this 
n ife could the Ball ſort of. Spirits be dtterr' 
& | from gainthf Villanies, as tright be a&ed 
*e | in ſecret, arid 6 never like to be difcover'd, 
ll | but to eſepe the Puviſhmerit of the Laws, 
a | and hitted of men, ſuch as Perjtiries, anſufl 
n | petted Mirders, cdacealing cad trens Triit 
9 | and the like? eſpecially thoſe who by Stupi- 
dity. and Irfnotality, have quite ettinguilh's  .., 
| the Light of Naruce in theis mitids. In an- Mont 2f. 
- | Seer therrunto (Reafots for the moſt! park HED 
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like a Pitcher with two- cars, that 


may be. taken 'on either fide ). the Philoſo- 


phers have adventur'd jn this. Subjc&, to 
rake the Piccher by the left car, and rather 
than not juſtife their Opinions, have (againſt 
all Reaſon ) adventur'd to reply upon the 
things objected, with ſuch fallacious Argu- 
FRY as theſe : 

| They ſeem to queſtion whether any 


| Villany cord be ſo ſecretly acted, as might 


not admit ſome hazard of. being diſcover'd; ; 
and if fo, then the danger of that might ter- 
rife them into honeſty. But grant (ſay they ) 
that Vices may be carried on with ſuch ſecre- 
Cy, a5 no mortal eye cquld diſcover; yct we 
find by a long and fad experience, that in 


_ thoſeplaces, where by publick, inftitution men 


are taught. to expect Divine Juſtice after 
death, as ſome of us Rom Facus ; Nevcrthe- 
leſs ſach dull and dchauch'd Perſons, have 
ſeldom their minds ſo clear and ſedate, as to 
weigh and regard thoſe fiiture accounts 3 or 
if 5 do, it 1s not till at the point of death, 

hen they are palt doing any more miſchief, 
A that then the Apprehenlions. of El) ſiren, 
vr the > agony: produces as little good 
to. the as to themſelves ; Vice firſt 


leaving Them, and not they Vice, More- 
._ over, Ty they, if ſuch FARE would betimes 
re- 
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Anima Muindl. 
recolle&t themſelves, they might cally find, 
that no Humane wit could ſound the depth 
of Nature 3 and therefore how can men 
aſſure thetnſelves, but ' that God 'who hath 
found out this way of immealſing a Spt- 
rit into fleſh and *bloud, thereby to make 
it ſmart and grieve, which otherwiſe, in its 
pure Nature, it could not have done, accord- 
ing to thelx Opinions : How therefore ( ſay 
they ) do men know, but that the ſame Al- 
mighty Wiſdom, 'even without a miracle, 
may uſe it { 'agamn ? or take it into mil- 
lions of other wayes as natural to chaſtiſe 
it in a more afflicting.'manner, eſpecially {ee- 
ing this way hath ſo-little purified it. . Theſe 
and many other blind Surmiſes,inficad:of Ar- 
guments, were they fain to make Ule of, ra- 
ther than acknowledge the belief of Inmor- 
tality neceſſary. 3-but..no Argument is: mote 
fallacious than this-of theirs, which flies from 
Gods Power to his-Will: For, -4'poſſe ad eſſe 
non valet conſequentis 3 and he who believes a 
thing ovly becauſe it may be true,may as. well 
doubt of it becauſe it may be otherwiſe, Be- 


"lides, the very HKeachen Laws themſclves, as 
.xecorded ' by their awn Hiltoriays, thew. how 
"much inferiour theis Vertues were to ous. 
"Which Law is tors perf, - that which 


fays, Thow thalt” vot kill; or that which 
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ejfiong fome of. the! Ss *< pony the $t4- 


1ckg, would r Take us belly TRE” Poyert 


Conternpt, a 
cers, and tit pa » b-. 74 FEE are not 'x6= 
Ally evils, (pee 43 a'noble wind that can 
er ls, eg [ it efe Bravado' S become 
7 ooly M Mad” , Yes S ei poyrina 
in ſuch Writ nes, , doth hs [06 tals 

| himfelf A Fool : a er pramaps 5 

ſpe& hHereii to, *w ben ney its A "Reah fl 


| Ke Un Philoſo be. "Such 2 mans, Cha 
I's ingenioully given us by Horace, id. Nie 
Three MIDI 5; YT 
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Cam ſeptem ſtudiis annos PTY inſenuitque 
Libris & curis ſtatud taciturnizs exit, 
Fry & populum riſe quatit.— 


But to return to our 'Obje&ions: There 
have been offer'd better Solutions than thoſe 
of the foay ( though pot at. all. convin- 
cing to any' Rational man: As 'firlt, they 
ſurmiſe, . Fac peradventure- thoſe Ver- 
tues Which we take. for lincere, may be 
counterfeit and miſtaken, ding per- 
baps from ſome wicked motive. Thus the 
Souldier whoſe courage we admire for ſcaling 
a Wall, it may be ({ay they) he is moved by 
malice to murder ſome' particular Enemy of 
his, or he knows not of a Mine ready to ſpring 
under him. Thus allo when a, ; Woman Is 
prais'd for, Challity, perhaps: either 'it is for 
waytof Opportuntty.Cof's quam memo rogavit, 
or from ſome natural D cfect 1 her Conttitu- 
tion, as Frigidity and. F login, or elſe for fear 
pi ORIG. and ug) an. oe rae 
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pou ſec 3n (Wficer rc Ns Bribe, contider it 
See. one of 2. plentiful - Fortune, tone 
Covers Vulgar applauſe more than 2'Su PE 
ity of Riches: Or conſider whether the Bribe 
were 


Aha Wind, 


SET the time was ſecret” and convenient, 
wherein the Bribe was offers: or,laſt of all, 
whether i it was no£ PE je A profpett 
of ſome greater Advantaſe; When he" oy 
not. poſhtty receive boths LA. the Baiidii 

let pos 2 jingle Paſſenger, racher' than ty - 
faultiy him miſs the Booty of a whole Cara- 
vat, . in which caſes their Honeſty proceeds 
PI metit, non moribus.” Nor is there an 
more frequent, than to ſee the wickedett_ 'o 
men "bighly to a& Religion 3 5. - I 
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Thus i in. our late Civil Wars. all the Viftab 
which the Godly. Party. 74 as they vain 
themſelves) com mitted, was by them aal 
ts dis of the Lerd 1, and that Curſe atk 
Scripture pronounces againi} Ty that db 
the Work of the Lord 6 Hep genely, t £y 'pro- 
ounce : again oſt a1 fach as. refuſed to a1bft 
them 1n cutting off their | Squctei 5 head. 
So the Anavapti;ts of Germ any choſe fther 
fo wreſt the Scple of Gadstcly Word, that 
want 2 Text cofultife the vil they dna 
matte 
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iz. Wiſdom and Induſtry : ' for without 
Wiſdom Induſtry is but Labour in vain; and 
wit 10Ur. Iridutiry, Wiſdom is but a bare 
thinking 3: and thoughts, though never ſo 
wile, 'unteſs put,” In execurjon, are but 
dreams, which produce t no'real effet, There- 
fore when,. 1 $ Clown. having his Cart 
overthrown, delir'd aid of Hercales, to (et it 
uprigh "hain the Dzmon bids him ſet his 
ders'to the Whet, arid lift at it,and 'they 
rhuck mighc be done,” | Alſo to the ſame pur- 
Lycian tells us, that Fupiter being of- 

| <a with the \mpertinent Requetts 
Petitions of Princes, and Generals on 
Lond fid&s for Victory, to prevent any fur- 
ther Troqtit;'of chatkind, hath for the future 
Fey "THar*. wheheves, two Armies meet, 
pe ter number 'l overcome the ſmal- 


ided che CotiduQ; Diſcipline, and 
©ohar both b-"tl ' Came. Furthermore, 
ays the MErthen, if you oÞſerve the [everil 
kinds of mitſery among , and the Cafes 
Tom which't y Sons oi, ſhall for the 
re-Ahu t the want of CRIES 
I, to, have beets the cauſe. As for m- 
nes" When men are taken with horrid Dif 
ies he Sy. cone fron an excels mn cat- 
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perceived to þe diſagreeable with their health. . 
Some are: put to: death. for ſiding; with a 
weak FaQtion-3 others are beggar'd by Ga-. 
ming, and ſpending beyond their Revenue, 

or by not keeping; a vigilant eye over it, but. 


leaving the managery. thereof to carcle(S or; 
falſe Servants. Again, others have been ru-. 
in'd by being bound for their dear Brethren 
over a Glaſs of Wine : among theſe may be 
reckoned Princes,who areever ruined by their 
Favourites, unleſs the Prince has the good 
fortune to ruine them tirſt, being, like AGeon, 
ſubject to -be_ ſlain by their own Hounds. 
Theſe and a million of other follics produce 
the ruine of moſt men, who ſtill owe their fall 
to want of Wiſdom : Infomuch, as the An- 
cients had an opinion, that the Geds before 
they brought any calamity upon a+ man, 
would firſt unwit him, as to ſome particular 
occaſion, and then puniſh his overlight 3 Per- 
dere quos wvult Jupiter, hos prias dementat- 
Whercupon, when Perſons citeem'd piousand 
good natur'd, are upon theſe or the like Er-. 
rours caſt into Priſons, or other misfortunes. 
the fear leſt at another.time the like may befall 
us, breeds a compaſſion which takes more no- 
tice of the miſery,than the folly which occali+ 
- fion'dit, Hereto ſome may rejoyn, That they 
have obſerved (cyeral that for the greatell 


part 


OO rim "Minds. 
pitt of their Lives have been unbleſt, and! 
pbor, who by their Neighbours! have beerf 
ever efterm'd pious, mduſtrious, and of 
oy Uriderftanding. To which it is 96 
ſweted, It doth not often' happen to be ſo: 
But whenſoever it doth fo fall out, if we 
nattowly mark their courſes of life, it will 
riot be difficult to ' perceive ſome notable 
fooliſh errours, which like | Maw-worms 
deftroy a man without any great ontward 
ppeaxatire of Evil. Or «ſe peradventure 
they would enter ſcrutiny With theit 
own hearts, they night find they had te- 
tied upon themſelves 'or others, tnore thah 
upon that Almighty goodneſs, which made 
and preſerves all things, being the only 
root of all proſperity; who by this deſer- 
tron, having as much as in then lies, cut 
themſelves off from that root of Divine 
Providence, they become like Boughs ſe 
ma Chimney, which ſoon wither : And hft 
of all, ( ſay they _) if Sicknefles and AF 
Actions are ſent us becauſe of our Sins, what 
makes Brutes ſubject to the ſame ? 

"Theſe are the chief Arguments that f find 
any where recotded by the Heathens, in de- 
fence of their wicked Opmions, which are 
an{wer'd by the impulſes of ' every mans 
own heart; fot the belief of a fature ftare 
0 D 
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is "Ip Jlarfted in every? 'ohes "Nati" "bd © 
this "4prekrs as well by' the pi res" of Nie-" 
lary and'Sapetſticien, #5 ofthe” tric "RAE! 
gion : For no Ra ion of *what kind: foe ' 
ver, whether falſe or” rrue; *opld have Lot. 
ten fo general a poſſeſſion: in the hearty of" 
mien; or have been fo-Jong entertair'd in” 
the World, had there not been in Natire 
ſore Tenfe of a future Being, which hath 
pen begining made the generality of 
meh To apt to receive” Religious InſtruQi- 
6ns of any kind* whatfoever, without which 
foundation to work: on;-even Solon, Lycur- 
gr, and Numa tright ſ66n have abrogated 
their i own Laws in deſpair. - 
© NXXIN 
But to proce whteed, without any rdation to 
the' Souls future account; + find by forhe'of 
the wiſeſt ofthe Ancitnts, that whey thought 
they conld-never -have tov high! an n opirizon 
of Gods goodneſs, or too baſe of ' mans 
wickedneſs 3 whoſe Vices nevertheleſs (lmce 
Nature doth nothing in vain ) they efteem'd 
not altogether 4inneeeſſary to the wellgo- 
verning of ' Mankind, *''For, fayes one of 
them, *1Ff-from Elilleny or Experience, you 
© bur obferye arty « ne Age, you ſhall find Rt 
th "Ht ettblance of © a wdt- 
* wrolght pike * Tepeltry. wherein ts te 


* pre- 


Hnima Mandi. 

« preſented . ſome. great Afton, as a Battel, 
© which mult not.-wholly confi of Generals. 
© or. Commanders, but alſo of many com-- 
* mon: Souldiers.3 ſore cutting of Throars, 
* others ſlain or wounded, and trampled. un- 
© der Horſes feet: and yet notwithſtanding, 
thele miſerable wretches, nay and the very 
Horſes too, are as. skiltully wrought, and 
made of as good Silk as the Generals them- 
ſelves: but the Truth. and Harmony of the 
© Story requires this-great incquality of Parti- 
© culars; whoſe condition is fram'd with 
* ſuch regard to them, as may beſt ſerve to 
*compleat the whole. Therefore (ayes he) 
*in weighing the ſeeming unequal conditt- 
© ons of men in this Life, it betrays a narrow- 
© nels of Fancy... as well as Injultice, to.judge 
© of their Atomlike Merits or Demerits apart 
< from the Univerſe, , wherein they have their 
* portion. And much to this Purpoſe Arne 
© bius [peaks bs + 26 | 

L _ 


{ Now torecolle& and conclude theſe Ob» 
ſervations, I cannot but. . wonder that the 
Heathens ( who. being directed- only by the 
Light of Nature, gyd, not acknowledging 
any future Reward: ar.. Puniſhment) ſhould 
be cadowed with fuch Picty.and Veneration 
toward God.as in all cherr Writings it appe 


they 
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they had," whoſe (Drovidence -though 'them 
doubted for the life -to corhe- :yet' they 
p:ainly' perceived? in'''this, atid - Intitled 
him Deus Optimiu Maximw,. Sore Vino | 
deed when” they ;rrientioned him; choſd 
rather to uſe the word | Nawren, 'than De-! 
5, as unwilling to make him either Mal 
or : Female 'lke | one: of themfelves, for 
they rever'd | him4-as- the Sole, Infinite; 
Eternal Preferver of all things. '' 

As for the manner of their + Worſhip, 
and the: places wherein they © cekbrated 
their Heatheniſh :Rites and Ceremonies, 
thar being a Subject unneceſſary in this 
Diſcourſe to trouble you with; I hall 
only give you this- ſhort Account of it, 
which I fd already collected | to my | 
Hands by that Learned Satyrift Cornelius Dt Vanit. 
Agrippa. * As for the Gentiles (faith® 5 
he) there were fome very''eminent for® 
the Structures of their Templesz but © 
others there' were who never. made Ute < 
of any: Of which number was  Xerwes, © 
who is Reporced to have burnt all: the © 
Temples about Afia, at the requeſt of © 
his Magicians, efteeming it no lefs-than * 
Impiety to incloſe' the Gods in Walls: © 
To- the ſame purpoſe Zeno Citticus dil-< 

ti H puted 


puthd in theſe werds:- To-build Church-/* 
es. and; ;Temples ({aithi he) ts:no way © 
deceſſary, for nothing oughs- to be ac- + 
counted;-Sacrcd - by | rights. elteamed © 
Holy, which men them({clves erect 3 nei-5 
thex among the” Perſians oh old, nor 4-+ 
#hg:; Primitive. Hebrews, i were there < 

any "nai Dedicated: to 'Pivine- Ser-* 
vices. till at' laſt one.,was | Founded by © 
olomon, m which i |-any think | God © 
can be included, he :is' reproved by the* 
Prophets I/aiah, Heaven ts my : Throne, 
the: Earth, my Foot-ſtool,, therefore what is © 
the; \Honſe” thou. buildeſt -' for ime ? and* 
Stephen; the Protomartys adds, Solomon + 
Dieilp 4n Houſe, but the moſt High inha-* 
brts"- not- in places made with Hands, Al-* 
{o-St.- Paxl himſelf exhorts . the  4the- © 


' ans. to the ſame effec, telling them* 


that God dwells not in Temples. made * 
with Hands, for being the Lord of  Hea- © 


ven-;and 'Earth, he is vot ;{erved- by 


mens hands, -he wants not, their: help. < 
Furthermore, Origen in his Writings a-+* 
£ainſt iCelſw, faith, that for a. Jong times 
after ; Chriſt's Death," there ;. were! no* 
Churches; built 3 and ſo far goes Agrippas' 
But: I conceive, that however the On 
did ſome of theo refrain from erecting 


Temples 
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Teniples ont of Saperiiicion, - yet. the Pris 
micive Chriflians' did-.'it upon »anothet 
account, v2: the :Perſecutions whenewith 
they- were then opprefſed. ' But afterivard, 
when they: had gotten | Kings for ther 
Nurhng-Fathers, and Queens for. "their 
Nurlng-Mothers, : to: favour their 'Righe 
teons Canſe, they | either” erected © pubhck 


Houſes commindions for Devotion. or con» 


verted thoſe Magnificent ' Structuzes, | the 
Stately TempkesDedicated- to Frmno,, Venus, 
Apollo, with: the i refti of: their Gods and 
Goddeſfes; tothe Service of the true God; 
and indeed mott of the Chriſtan Chuirch- 
6s, (as the Musk-melon- from the Dung» 
hill) were: ried out: of the filthy-Cov- 
ruption and- Superftition- of Pagamiſm. - -./ 

" % LIL f - 
;. The next thing I (hall touch upon, s 
the Politick- Inflitution - of the - Heathen 
Ceremonies in times of. their Publick- De. 
yotion. ; There is nothang, hath a great- 
er Influence over':tha-Generality of Merl, 
(clipenally the: Vulgar:)) chan thar Pail 
ons, and ovcr. their: Patlwons,: thay Gere 
monies which hive::a great Influened: up- 
of. theiv minds} What: i he ipleaturr 
of: a. Loxd). Mayors: Show; | HoelcoRang, 
Play os. the OO OOny : —_— 
Barth b 2 
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Soſemnities wherewith; they are- attended? 
Who wonld be ambitious of feemg the Lord 
Mayor without any Attendants?. Of ſeei 
two-Horſes run againſt one: another,” wi 
no: other Company but: the: Grooms that 
rideitheni? Would any Perfon give Money, 
and flay in = Croud for three or four hours 
together 'with empty: Stomachs to ſee any 
of thele .Sights * | Or would a man riſc 
at: four:of. the Clock 'in 4 Winters morn- 
ing, riding ſever'or eight hours toge- 
ther :in the cold, forthe ' uncertain cx» 
pecation: of ſeeing; nine or! ten couple 
of Dogs, run barking after a Fox, with» 
out:'dny: other Cotnpany i*than theirs? 
Who world buy ſuch fmall: pleafures at 
ſo dear! a'rate, | were' they! not atrended 
with other Ceremonies? and yet as they 
are' now performed, we-ſce people almoli 
mad upon ''them.,* Which [hews how pro# 
digious: an lofluence: they? chave ovet 
oor: Aﬀettions: in. all kind of Pleaſures, 
Nor are they lefs prevalentin- matters of 
-Grief . and Aﬀiiction; /as/ well for the ex+ 
-pelling as: heightening of it.:-All. thoughts 
<f: the future Cares and -Iriconveniences & 
=: marxicd:Life are drown'd im the Sack 
poſſit; and for:that time baniſhed - by the 
Ecremanic: of : Company; 'F _ = 
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Muſick; whichiare : but che. gilding of ithe-/ 
Pill; Alſo wcDeath;owhat makes it 1d! ter=: 
rible, (but as the Lond: Bacow well obferves): 
the: Solemnity=:bf} | Friends weeping: and! 
mourning about .the Deatch+bed:?: Accord-" 
ing to that ſaying! Poarpa .mortis: magis: tere 
ret," quam: mbripſe. '' Now this being ob«: 
ſerved by the Ancient Lawgivers, (viz. how- 
great an Ibfluence ſuch Pageantries have | 
over the: minds--of . Men:)  1t 'made:them* 
under pretence of decancy\ of Worlkipy/ in«* 
troduce all:thofe -»vam faperttizious: Rites: 
wherewithy theitd::: Devotion « was; HY'd; 
Thus Numa Pompilius firſt inſtituted Ceres) 
monies among the. Romans, thereby to in- 
duce a rude;;tarbarous People that had 5c- 
quired a Kingdom :by I wlence, to the love 
of Picty;: Julkice: and:Rcligion. {Thus - he: 
cte&ed the Qrder:of Vial Virgios:to pres, 
ſerve the Fire 'in_ the Temple, and to do 
Sacrifice to the Goddels Veſt; Alio he my 
ſtituted twelve men of an Order called the 
Slit, who: mipainted- Garments. were\' td 
lng .Verſes in. praiſe af God Mars.: Behdes 
other Prieſts call'd:Feciales,whn were to pus 
niſh'offenders.and facritice unto the Gaddels 
Bona Dea. - And the like courſe were the xeſd 
of the Law-pivers tain to take in other Coun- 
tries, andi;all- lixtle enough to. uphold 'theig 
eV vas > It 3 Super= 
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Saperſtitions. | Whixcas trac Relipion;. lik" 
true? Beauty, appoarb»betb i lac andrels;! 
and {9 doth- Chrifftiinity,5reſpecially rhe: 
Reformed Religion. ': But thejmncient'Hea) 
ttoiſfin; and Mahunetaniſay care alt one” 
Brath, as'the Tralian Provarnb''expreſies' x5: 
Both of Humane Invention,” and: diſparag a; 
with like Abſurdirics. : Yet 'let vs not "in! 
ſhunning Charybdis, fall mto'Scylla, and; 
for" fcar'of 1dolatry;/ (how 'our: it Breeds 
ing im Divine Worſhip; a crime whereof 
too rttany are guilty, who pay much- Seats! 
& | pat to their: landlord than may 
Gnd.) | ET 806% 1 Co neg 
21 Or yo: -XLIN.- | PE cout 
--Bhecko: Haſte ca a Oubctiiinlss Many 
of ther were: not A /littterioper-aw'd by 
that old Tverſe 'of Ebnher, Defhie Fata Dinar 
fietth Jparare - precandoi; and tHid "more evi- 
dently appears from rheſe ſacuct lines - 
vn omega, oe 2am $7 07 9091158 


Ns  rabun bondims ? F Rs from _ 
Permittes-ipfis expendete Ni uminibut,” quid ©" 
Coneniat Wy rebuſque fit utile noſtrir. ' 
Nan pro/Juct dis aptiſſima que. .dabunt Dit." 
Charjon o Mis bomo Los ſibt, "Nev animes 
rims.” 
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By which we! inay Tee; that” the: Deyo-" 
tion of all-of theth Jid/nor cook ach Big 
Prayers, further than Thy pill be' mt 1'and: 
that- rather by way' of Acquieſtence;* hike 
Petition: But all other ehKiSettient of r&quelt 
they declined? partly” becaufe 'they thanphe 
not the Deity 'Aexanmimous, to 'Be wor By- 
intreaty, or bribed by Sacrifice Ht part- 
ly becauſe they held {it ' Prefiiimption it 
Man to- diret'+God- what to -do:vant 
what 16 fothtar, 'thinkivg --thitsfuth'x 
boldneſs would ' bs bat cpyroes Ys 
by an additional thufe of ſubrmmithor! to his 
Wall. - /And''this made Cardan' Opt A 
vour'd 'the* wotft Opinions of - the” Hea- 
thens )) to'ſyrhbolize with them/if? this 3 
Damm non fietti precibis;* eſſet enivi quaſi/ienns 
8 nobis paſſionibus' & doloribus' obnoxries. But 
certainly no Chriſtian can write or'{peak in 
behalf of this Opinion, without His' Con- 
ſcience flying in his face. For what can 
be greater relief to a man, and comfort 
H 4 to 
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to: him .in. aMiction, AP 40. have.a Cod 
to flee. to.in - his gifixels ?. \ The. greatett 
eaſe in ſorrow. is to have a Friend to 
break our mind to 3 and if ,' how - much 
greater relick and ſatisfaction muſt it be 
to an afflicted. man, to- have-a- God .who 
is ſo well able to counſel, direct and af- 
Git .him,. for. -his Friend, to- communicate 
his .caſe.to?... And therefore, ſaith; Tertwllj- 
4n,, A Contian while che js at; his Prayers 
with his, hands life up to Gogy is unſcali; 
ble,gf, 3; Punilbgot, .,\ Beſides, ;che very, 
thoughts .that we. have @-Providence., at: 
all; gzngs..to flee to, anunates, | us with a 
Dew Fixic of þbotdng(s and; -rcſolution, 
ich; 1s.nO ſmall al tant to-Qur ſucceſs: 
As, tor .cxample, . Take a >Dog-, and mark 
what, courage .he ;aſſumcs - when he tinds 
hunſclt-majptain'd by a man, who (as 


my Lord Bycor ſaith -), is $0, him .as.a God; 


or; Melzor, Natura, Ang of the lame. WF 
is Gonfidence in. God; fr animates; us 

with that aflurance-as ever! renders us- ſug- 
celsful. Neither - were - vHgachens (1 
mean the beti and wiſcltof "them ) againſt 


gl. LO of-Prayer, - as, we ,may [cara | 


{xom that Verſe of the Poet 3 
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- But he chief and moſt cron 
of their Piety, confilted in a total and wil 
ling Relignation of themſelves and: their 
Concerns, unto. that: infinite Majeſty, 'Al- 
migity and -All-wiſe Goodneſs, where 


they had continual PE 


« Dun damias id ſuperis« — 
. Compoſitums. jus -faſqute animo, it, abs ha 
=! 1... eeffng + | 

Mentis O& encotium ginereſ; pedins boteftauc:: 


They conceiv'd, if - they ſhould preſume. 
to ſearch! into the: Souls future Eſtate, 
the knowledge whereof chcy thought God: 
bad rcſerved to himlelt, they ould ſpeed! 
hke Ixion, who making it his Requett 
to lic with | Juno, found himfclf decerv'd, 
having in. his-Embraces only an empty 
Cloud. vi'As: for:* their apprehenſjons of 
Death, The appears; many of them were 
more fearful 'of Dying, than of being 
_ Like one that fears to draw his 
looth, .yct wiſhes it was drawn. And 
to this purpoſe Crcers ſpeaks in his Tufews 
ian Queltions, Emori noto, ſed me efſe more 

tem nibil exiftimo. Alleaging this reaſon 
for 
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for his Opinion, a adbon ths. Oj- 
deri dicis, que aut beatos nos efficiet animis 
anmentibus,” ant. nort'\ wmeſero; ſenſi earentts # 
But: this is :a' very '-fallacious:-:Arpumenty 
which | ſuppoſes our 'Souls; muſt. be either 
happy or -fenſcleſs, the \reaſon.;-is obvious) 
Thertore others of them gave a:more in« 
genious account, why they ſo little fear'd 
death, which was this : They look'd 


2 \x4upon themſclves. to: be -like Dogs, who 


having. 2 loving Maſter, jand: hearing-him 
call them forth, immediately with, chear- 
fulnes-lesve the Houſe -and. follow hiry, 
not diſtruſting the goodneſs of that Ma- 
tte; who had ' ever before. 'uled.cthem 16 
kindly, fill expecting: the like Entertain» 
rheat, ; although they kriew-,got'-what- i 
ſbouſd be, Thus did--they+ efieem deathly 

» Gods. call unto them;-to,come out 
key ;\meirtal Body 5” which they. obey'd 
with much affurance of the-Divine good- 
neſs; that | had | kept': and! provided: fos 
them all their Lives: long, + Ard as. af 
their. Entrance: into this Life, God had 
not made them capable of knowing 
baw be would here provide for them, 
and. yet 'they found-- by Experience he 
did: 'fo they hoped it + would: fare with 
FRO | in their Futute condition, although 
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_Kaperree filondine fone, Bas dure 
And. this was..the, Faith of ithe. mold. ver- 


tuous and prudent of the Heathens,,con- 
ceming Death... But-others. A. Deng! Fe 
thus wiſe, nor thus good, gs 
txav{ported with. ſome. vain Sec. abs 
loſophy, or elſe weakly. fannie 
their: Reaſcns. to .the - delutian |. of . 
Prieſts ;- who notwithſtanding, theis: 6h 
tious Pretences, knew no more- of. Hex 
ven, than the, meancft of the Pcople,.as\it 
evidently SPHrare $9. any..ane, . that. {hall 
compare their Dexogion. with Chriſtianity. | 
But: their Philaſophers, without . any. Of 
tence of Inſpirations extraordinary,, 
veneur'd to, adgrels, theig. Dofixines. to _y 
mane Reaſon, as aiming altogether at 
vain-glory ; whole Arguments muſt neyds 
ſeem o empty and irrational to..al} dil- 
we. cerning 
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ceming Judgments, that inflrad of becom- 
ing. « Za they rendred, themſelves ri- 
diculous. for _ ne as om not 
modeſtly re themſelves in the igno- 
rance of the Souls future ftate, which God 
had been pleas'd for the molt part to con- 
ceal from them, became vain in their Ima- 
ginations, diſtracted between Philoſophy 
on the one ſide, and Superſtition on the 
other : And ſo had only this choice, whe- 
ther they would be cheated by themſelves, 
or other men. 


Prudens futrri temporis exituem 
Caliginosa node premit Des. 
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